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Canadians' 
prorogation 
rage echoed 
overseas 

politics Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper is being 
roasted nationally and in¬ 
ternationally for suspend¬ 
ing Parliament for what 
many Canadians believe 
were selfish reasons. 

An Angus Reid public 
opinion poll released 
Thursday found that 53 
per cent of Canadians dis¬ 
agree with Harper’s deci¬ 
sion to prorogue 
Parliament, while British 
magazine The Economist 
weighed in with sharp 
criticism of Harper for 
“subjecting Parliament to 
prime-ministerial whim.” 

The poll found that 19 
per cent agreed with the 
move and 28 per cent 
were undecided. 

Thirty-eight per cent of 
those surveyed believed 
Harper pulled the plug to 
thwart a parliamentary 
committee’s probe of the 
treatment of Afghan pris¬ 
oners and not as a matter 
of routine procedure, as 
Harper would later 
suggest. Suspension of the 
Commons also means 
dozens of pieces of legisla¬ 
tion will die. 

Parliament will not 
return until March 3, 
when there will be a 
throne speech, followed 
by a budget the next day. 

It is the second time in lit¬ 
tle more than a year that 
Harper has shuttered Par¬ 
liament. 

A Harper spokesperson 
has said prorogation 
allows the government to 
speak with Canadians 
about the economy, take 
time out for the Olympics 
and strengthen the Tories’ 
position in the Senate. 

TORSTAR NEWSSERVICE 


to 2010 

Follow Metro as we 
bring you daily 
coverage leading up 
to the 2010 Winter 
Olympics in Vancouver. 
• Today — Scott 

the pressure 
facing Canai 
Olympians 
like skater 
Scott Moir, 


Woman found 
half-naked was 
murdered: EPS 

death City police have con¬ 
firmed a partially clothed 
woman found dead on a 
north-end street Wednes¬ 
day morning was 
murdered. 

The body of Leslie Ann 
Talley, 29, was discovered 
shortly after 4 a.m. on a 
road near 151 Avenue and 
31 Street. An autopsy has 
determined Talley died of 
blunt force trauma. 

Investigators have estab¬ 
lished Talley may have led 
a high-risk lifestyle. EPS 
spokeswoman Karen Carl¬ 
son said it hasn’t been con¬ 
firmed that Talley’s 
lifestyle was connected to 
her death. Officials have 
not yet made any arrests. 

The homicide marks Ed¬ 
monton’s first of 2010. 

METRO EDMONTON 


Housing not enough? 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria. handysidesQmetronews.ca 


Over 50 homeless Edmon¬ 
tonians will sleep with a 
permanent roof over their 
heads come spring, a plan 
critics call a mismanaged, 
marginal drop in the buck¬ 
et. 

“What they’re doing just 
isn’t enough,” homeless ac¬ 
tivist and retired politico 
Jim Gumett said. 

Plans to build a 52-unit 
housing complex for the 
city’s biggest shelter, Hope 
Mission, were announced 
Thursday. 


“This is a really big step¬ 
ping stone,” Hope Mission 
spokesman Peter Gerber 
said. 

The building, destined 
for a patch of land on 106 
Avenue and 107 Street, 
will be built using modular 
construction techniques, 
and will be filled with resi¬ 
dents via the shelter’s Rap¬ 
id Exit program. 

A total of SI00 million 
was committed in the 2009 
budget for the province’s 
10-year plan to abolish 
homelessness, though gov¬ 
ernment-funded reports 
suggested $3.3 billion was 
required over the decade 


3 ^ Aft A 2008 cen- 
|1VV sus found 
nearly 3,100 people are 
homeless in Edmonton, al¬ 
most 20 per cent more than 
2006. 

to meet the goal. 

“It’s not even one-third 
what we need,” Gurnett 
said. “I’m happy to see the 
new units, but it’s no real 
commitment to people 
struggling with housing in 
this city.” 

Construction costs for 
the project total $7.3 mil¬ 
lion, money Gurnett said 
could likely be used to pur¬ 


chase more than 52 pre-ex¬ 
isting units. “Not only are 
they putting in too little 
money, the lack of a plan 
means they’re using the 
money badly, in a time 
when we need to make 
every dollar count.” 

Despite public criticism 
of the province’s overall 
plan, Gerber said the latest 
step will have massive im¬ 
pact at street level. 

“It means fewer people 
will leave our program pre¬ 
maturely because there is 
no housing available. It’s 
an important link in the 
chain of the recovery 
process.” 


Visit metronews.i 
for news updates 


What's this 
barcode for? 

Learn how to scan 
the barcode with 
the instructions at 
the top of pg 2 


NHL 


Checking out 


Columbus Blue Jackets defenceman Fedor Tyutin ( 51 ), from Russia, gets checked by Edmonton Oilers right wing Zack Stortini ( 46 ) 
and Ethan Moreau ( 18 ) during first period NHL hockey action in Edmonton Thursday. The Oilers lost 4 - 2 . Story, page 11. 
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Hair-styling team aims for Paris 

Paulina Truong, seen at left cutting Nina Ly’s hair at the Blue Gemini Hair 
Saloon on 23 Avenue and 141 Street, will compete with her team in Mon¬ 
treal on Jan. 24 for the chance to go to Paris and learn from renowned 
hair stylists and colourists from around the world. metro edmonton 



NEWSPAPER 
OF THE YEAR 


2009 Festival of Media Awards 



LOTTO WINNER A Stop for hot 
chocolate has led to a sweet 
lottery win for an Edmonton- 
area woman. Joy Bailey of 
Leduc became $ 2 -million richer 
when she scratched a Super Set 
for Life ticket while she waited 
for cocoa at a drive-thru with 
her daughter. Bailey says she 
had just purchased a Scratch 'N 
Win ticket from a drugstore 
and decided to see what it was 
worth as she waited in line. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Edmonton tweets 


Jaad . -x 

^ 

to 

lays. 

#nnt- 


• Qhadaad^ 

Looking for-, 
ward 

warmer days. 

#yeg #put- 

meinthemetro 

• (3 ryan batty What is with 
all the aggression out there 
Edmonton? I'm hearing 3 or 
4 car horns every morning 
on my walk to work. Just re¬ 
lax a bit. #yeg 

• @ Cokebeari 7 Diesel driv¬ 
ers. Do you hate the smell 
of your vehicles? I do! My 
stomach gets sick driving 
behind you!! #yeg 


metr©news.ca 

WHAT’S ONLINE TODAY 


Blogs Backbeat 
checks in with his 
music predictions 
for the next 
decade 

—■ 




Peace officers like 24-year transit security veteran Garth Hoffman have become a permanent 
fixture on city buses, following three recent random and violent attacks on bus drivers. 

Transit security in focus 

Peace officers board buses after drivers attacked 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@ metronews.ca 


Transit officials are work¬ 
ing to protect the lives of 
their own front-line work¬ 
ers after three attacks on 
city bus drivers in a 
month's span. 

“Time for change is now,” 
Amalgamated Transit 
Union Local 569 president 
Stu Litwinowich said Thurs¬ 
day. 

The union, representing 
the city’s 1,400 transit oper¬ 
ators, has pushed for imme¬ 
diate implementation of se¬ 
curity measures proposed 
over the past 18 months. 

On Jan. 3, a driver was at¬ 
tacked following an argu¬ 
ment over a fare. In mid-De¬ 
cember, a driver was pepper 
sprayed after a fight broke 
out between two passen¬ 


gers. Earlier in the month, 
58-year-old driver Tom 
Bregg was the victim of a vi¬ 
cious assault that left him 
with serious injuries. 

Peace officers are now a 
permanent fixture at transit 
centres and on board buses. 

“This last month was the 
straw that broke the 
camel’s back,” Litwinowich 
said. “We’re facilitating 
change sooner, rather than 
later.” 

The goal is for officers to 
ride every route in the city, 
within the year, while en¬ 
suring passengers and driv¬ 
ers are safe. 

“I’m hoping their pres¬ 
ence will provide a sem¬ 
blance for security while on 
those buses,” Litwinowich 
said. 

The union is supporting a 
private member’s bill, 
which, if passed, will offer 


transit employees the same 
protection rights as peace 
officers, he added. 

However, Litwinowich 
said, it will take time until 
legislation is amended and 
for a municipal decision on 
mandatory plastic driver 
shields. 

For now, transit security 
is using intelligence-led de¬ 
ployment to protect riders 
and their own, ETS security 
operations co-ordinator 
Glen Dennis said. 

“We’re trying to be proac¬ 
tive, rather than reactive.” 

m.metr^riews.ca 
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Scan this barcode for more Local 
news on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 

the instructions at the top of this page 


Impaired drivers more 
drunk than before: Cops 


MACKENZIE SINCLAIR 

for Metro Edmonton 


CHECKSTOP The 2009 Christ¬ 
mas Checlcstop program 
shows impaired drivers’ 
blood alcohol concentration 
has increased over past 
years, Edmonton police said 
Thursday. 

The 2009 campaign was 
launched Nov. 4 and in that 
time, the average BAC in 
drivers was 11.5 per cent 
higher than what was seen 
five years ago. 

Police charged 175 people 
with impaired driving. 

“Are people getting the 


message?” said Sgt. Aubrey 
Zalaski of the Specialized 
Traffic Operations Unit. “I 
would have to say no.” 

He said impaired drivers 
don’t plan ahead when they 
go out drinking. Having a 
designated driver is the best 
way to avoid putting them¬ 
selves and others in danger. 

Men aged 20 to 24 are the 
largest group charged with 
impaired driving. Those 
aged 25 to 29 come in a 
close second. 

Police urge people to call 
911 to report impaired driv¬ 
ers. In 2009, 857 impaired 
drivers were arrested be¬ 
cause of such calls. 


Suspect sought after thefts 
at several facilities in city 


crime The Edmonton Police 
Service’s West Division is re¬ 
leasing surveillance images 
in hopes of identifying a 
suspect in connection with 
several thefts in Edmonton. 

In the last few weeks, a 
rash of thefts has occurred 
at several city swimming 
pools, arenas and fitness fa¬ 
cilities. Locks on lockers are 
typically cut off and person¬ 
al items are taken, especial¬ 
ly wallets. 

On more than one occa¬ 
sion, someone has used the 
stolen credit cards to pur¬ 
chase goods — laptop com¬ 
puters in particular — at 
London Drugs and Future 
Shop stores. The purchases 
have amounted to thou¬ 
sands of dollars. 

Several RCMP detach¬ 
ments in Alberta have also 
been looking for the same 
suspect for thefts and 
frauds in St. Albert, Sher¬ 
wood Park, Beaumont and 
Red Deer. 


Footage of the suspect. 

The suspect is a white 
male, approximately five- 
foot-10, and 180 pounds, 
wearing a black ball cap 
with a white logo and sun¬ 
glasses propped on top. He 
was also wearing white 
sneakers and a red-and- 
blaclc winter jacket. 

If you recognize the sus¬ 
pect or have any informa¬ 
tion about his whereabouts, 
call police at 780-423-4567 
or Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 
222-8477. 

METRO EDMONTON 




CONCORDIA 

University College of Alberta 

You can do that here. 


Explore your options at 

www.pace.concordia.ab.ca 

1 . 866 . 479.5200 

7128 Ada Boulevard 
Edmonton, Alberta, T5B 4E4 



Mihalcheon 
School of Business 


Open the doors to many career paths with 
Concordia’s Master of Information Systems 
Security Management. Graduates work in the 
fields of IT Security, Auditing, Risk 
Management, and Privacy Compliance 


Concordia also offers Bachelor programs in Arts, Sciences, 


Concordia’s innovations 

Bachelor of Management 

program prepares you for a broad 
range of leadership opportunities 
in business, education, government 
and health, or for professional 
designations or graduate studies. 





































metronews.ca 


Weekend, January 8 - 10 ,2010 


metro 


Gamblers win millions in lawsuit 

Quebec's lottery commission has reached a tentative multimillion-dollar agreement to 
compensate thousands of addicted gamblers in a class-action settlement, the Canadian press 
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Canada 


Canada plans system 
to tackle terror threats 


Canada is quietly working 
on a super-system to ferret 
out airline terror threats. 

The electronic system 
would allow security agen¬ 
cies to analyze the person¬ 
al information of every 
passenger. 

It would crunch personal 
details about more than 
200 million people annual- 

iy- 

And it would demon¬ 
strate “to the U.S. that 
Canada remains commit¬ 
ted to the security of North 
America.” 


“Work has already be¬ 
gun to review Canada’s ap¬ 
proach to assessing air pas¬ 
sengers,” says an official 
report, obtained by The 
Canadian Press under 
the Access to Information 
Act. 

Officials have been quiet¬ 
ly toiling in the shadows 
on the system, which in¬ 
volves input from the 
Canada Border Services 
Agency, Transport Canada, 
CSIS and the RCMP. 

Critics, however, ques¬ 
tion whether the project is 


a wise use of money. 

They argue there should 
be public debate and 
scrutiny of the potentially 
invasive tool. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 

m.metr^riews.ca 



Thousands of Afghans protest 
the latest case of civilian 
casualties in a NATO operation. 
Scan this code or the full story. 



Ottawa Honouring a slain officer 


Thousands of officers from across Canada and the United States escort the hearse of Ottawa police 
Const Ireneusz (Eric) Czapnik during his funeral in Ottawa Thursday. Czapnik was stabbed to death. 


Gym-goers discuss poor etiquette 



KRISTEN THOMPSON 

Metro Canada 


Sticking to that hard-to- 
keep New Year’s 
resolution to exercise 
would be easier if other 
gym-goers were a little 
more thoughtful, accord¬ 
ing to readers. 

Metro asked Canadians 
to share their gym 
pet peeves, and it 
seems many of us 
come close to 
throwing a fit while 
trying to keep fit be¬ 
cause of those smelly, 
weight-banging ma¬ 
chine hogs that plague 
gyms from coast-to-coast. 

Topping the list as the 
most irksome gym no-no 
are people who leave sweat 
on equipment. A close sec¬ 
ond are social butterflies 
who monopolize equip- 


Richard Simmons likes 
sweating it up at the gym. 


ment. 

“I hate feeling like (I’m) 
intruding on a private 
gym,” said Mike Thomp¬ 
son, a student in Ottawa. 

“Working out with bud¬ 
dies and making friends is 
cool, but ... I pay to work 
out in peace, not feel awk¬ 
ward or in the way.” 

Randall Smith, manager 
at Westside Gym 
in Vancouver, L( 


olu- 
tions, 
and 
newcom¬ 
ers 

should 
learn the 
ropes to 

avoid 
breaking 
gym eti¬ 

quette. 

“The best 
thing to do 



Edmonton tweets 

• Grainyfool 
3 -way tie of> 
dropping 
weights loudly, 
grunting, and not 
wiping down equipment. 

• QAlexandraLPope Bad 
gym etiquette < when some 
dude brings his own boom 
box and drowns out every- 
ones mp3 players with Nick- 
elback. 


is make yourself familiar 
with the rules at your 
gym,” he said. 

“Putting equipment 
away is a big rule. Don’t sit 
on your machine between 
your sets. Grunting and 
noises, especially with 
guys, doesn’t impress any¬ 
one.” 

Lastly, he said, consider 
your personal hygiene. 
Wear deodorant and keep 
perfume and cologne to a 
minimum. 
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Naked jogger remanded for mental evaluation 

Authorities say a man who took off his clothes and went jogging in near-freezing temperatures near the 
White House has been hospitalized for psychiatric evaluation, the associated press 


World 


, ' ' . . 



Failed challenge exposes divisions 


A failed challenge to British Prime Minister Gordon Brown's Labour Party leadership has 
exposed divisions in his government and pessimism among allies over his re-election 
prospects, pollsters and analysts said. The Cabinet Wednesday put down a rebellion by 
two former ministers who sought a secret ballot on whether Brown should remain in 
charge of the party. the associated press 


The buck stops here 

Report on plane incident released, Obama takes responsibility 


India Dalai Lama lectures 



A young Indian Buddhist monk listens to the Dalai Lama’s 
lecture at Mahabodhi temple in Bodh Gaya, India, Thursday. 
Bodh Gaya is the town where Prince Siddhartha Gautama 
attained enlightenment after intense meditation and became 
the Buddha. The lectures will continue until Sunday. 


News in brief 


Earth-like 
planets likely, 
say society 

space Excited astronomers 
say they could find Earth¬ 
like planets in just a few 
years. Astronomers say 
they are on the verge of 
finding planets like Earth 
orbiting other stars, a key 
step in determining if we 
are alone in the universe. 

A top NASA official and 
other leading scientists say 
that within four or five 
years they should discover 
the first Earth-lilce planet 
where life could develop, or 
may have already. At the 
annual American 
Astronomical Society con¬ 
ference, each discoveiy in¬ 
volving so-called “exoplan¬ 
ets” — those outside our so¬ 
lar system — pointed to the 
same conclusion: Planets 
like Earth where life could 
develop probably are plen¬ 
tiful. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


“The buck stops with me/’ 
U.S. President Barack Oba¬ 
ma said Thursday as he 
outlined measures aimed 
at preventing another ter¬ 
rorist attack on the United 
States in the tense 
aftermath of a Christmas 
Day attempt to blow a De¬ 
troit-bound jetliner out of 
the sky. 

“When the system fails, 
it’s my responsibility,” Oba¬ 
ma said — an indication 
that no high-level firings of 
intelligence officials would 
result from the near-miss 
incident. 

The president said he’s or¬ 
dered steps be taken to en¬ 
sure all leads on potential 
terrorist plots are thorough¬ 
ly investigated, that intelli¬ 
gence is better shared and 
that no-fly lists are utilized 
properly. 


Failed to act 

Obama said intelligence 
agencies knew that an al- 
Qaida affiliate based in 
Yemen was plotting an at¬ 
tack on the U.S., but failed 
to zero in on the "known 
terrorist" before he board¬ 
ed the Northwest flight in 
Amsterdam. 

“We can’t sit on informa¬ 
tion that can protect the 
American people.” 

As the president spoke at 
the White House, his ad¬ 
ministration released a de¬ 
classified version of a pre- 
liminaiy, six-page report on 
what went wrong two 
weeks ago when 23-year-old 
Nigerian Umar Faroulc Ab- 
dulmutallab allegedly tried 
to blow up the airliner with 


explosives hidden in his 
pants. 

The device was ignited, 
but failed to detonate. Pas¬ 
sengers and crew subdued 
Abdulmutallab, an appar¬ 
ent al-Qaida operative. 

Abdulmutallab, who was 
indicted on Wednesday on 
attempted murder, has re¬ 
portedly told investigators 
he was trained by al Qaida 
operatives in Yemen. His fa¬ 
ther also warned that his 
son was an extremist. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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V-ScanLife 

Scottish officials have linked a deadly 
outbreak of anthrax to contaminated 
heroin. Scan this code for the full story. 


SRI LANKA A UN human rights 
investigator said Thursday that 
a videotape of an execution of 
blindfolded and naked Tamils 
by Sri Lankan soldiers probably 


is authentic and called for a 
war crimes investigation. The 
government's 25-year war 
against Tamil rebels ended in 

May. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Realize your full potential. 


As an exceptional leader. Queen's full-time MBA is much more than an outstanding 
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As a valuable team member. At Queen's, our unique team-based approach to learning will enable you to develop and hone 
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INFORMATION SESSIONS 
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U.S. says staff being harassed 

The U.S. Embassy says staff are being 
harassed as they travel around Pakistan, the associated press 


Mona Lisa should have eaten better: Professor 


Pregnant glow? 


In what may be the ulti¬ 
mate long-distance diag- 
nosis, an Italian doctor 
has weighed in on the se¬ 
cret of Mona Lisa’s smile: 
high cholesterol. 

That adds another theo¬ 
ry to a running list that is 
almost as old as Leonardo 
da Vinci’s portrait itself, 
painted about 500 years 
ago, that already ranges 
from motherhood to old 
varnish. 


Dr. Vito Franco, profes¬ 
sor of pathological anato¬ 
my at the University of 
Palermo, told a meeting in 
Florence, Italy, that the 
look in Mona Lisa’s eyes is 
a result of a build-up of fat¬ 
ty acids under the skin, a 
clear sign of high choles¬ 
terol. 

“Illness exists within the 
body, it does not have a 
metaphysical or supernat¬ 
ural dimension,” Franco 


'Illness exists 
within the body, 
it does not have a 
metaphysical or 
supernatural 
dimension.” 

Dr. Vito Franco 

told La Stampa newspaper 
this week. 

“The people depicted in 


art reveal their physicality, 
tell us of their vulnerable 
humanity, regardless of 
the artist’s awareness of 
it.” 

Franco is not the first 
doctor to worry about 
Mona Lisa’s diet and arter¬ 
ies. 

A Japanese heart special¬ 
ist in preventive medicine, 
Haruo Nakamura declared 
in 1991 that the woman 
was likely to have had ar- 


• Canadian researchers in 
2006 concluded Mona Lisa's 
skin discolouration was from 
the glow of motherhood. Us¬ 
ing infrared and 3D technolo¬ 
gy, the National Research 
Council spotted a 16th century 

teriosclerosis, traced to 
the yellow swellings next 
to the bridge of her nose, 


“maternity veil" over her 
dress, which dovetailed with 
the birth of a second child to 
Lisa Gherardini, the wife of a 
silk merchant long considered 
the most likely identity of the 
woman in the portrait. 

“one of the symptoms of 
high cholesterol.” 
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Yemen releases detailed 
account of accused bomber 


Yemen The Yemeni govern¬ 
ment on Thursday provided 
the most comprehensive ac¬ 
count yet of contacts be¬ 
tween the Nigerian accused 
of trying to blow up an air¬ 
liner and al-Qaida, saying he 
may have met with a radical 
U.S.-bom cleric who previ¬ 
ously had contact with the 
alleged Fort Hood shooter. 

In the weeks before the 
attempted Christmas Day 
airliner attack, Umar 
Faroulc Abdulmutallab met 
with al-Qaida operatives in 
a remote mountainous re¬ 
gion, according to Yemen’s 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Rashad al-Alimi. 

However, al-Alimi insist¬ 
ed Abdulmutallab was re¬ 
cruited by al-Qaida in 
Britain and the 23-year-old 
received the explosives in 
Nigeria. U.S. officials, how¬ 
ever, say Abdulmutallab 
told FBI investigators al-Qai- 
da operatives in Yemen 


gave him the material and 
trained him in how to use 
it. Abdulmutallab came to 
Yemen in August, ostensibly 
to study Arabic at a Sana’a 
language institute where he 
previously studied from 
2004-2005. But he disap¬ 
peared in September, and 
his whereabouts were un¬ 
known until he left the 
country Dec. 4. 

Al-Alimi said at some 
point during that period, 
Abdulmutallab met with al- 
Qaida members in a sparse¬ 
ly populated area of Shabwa 
province amid high moun¬ 
tains some 340 kilometres 
southeast of the capital. 

Among those he may 
have met with was the U.S.- 
born radical cleric Anwar al- 
Awlaki, who has also been 
linked to the gunman who 
killed 13 people at the Fort 
Hood army post in Texas in 
November. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


News in brief 


BRITAIN A report that the 
Nigerian who tried to down a 
U.S. airliner joined al-Qaida as 
a student in Britain has raised 
concerns about radical 
Islamists on U.K. campuses in a 
test for authorities trying to 
balance security and free 
speech. 

ISRAEL The United Nations said 
Thursday it has reached agree¬ 
ment in principle with Israel on 
payment for UN losses during 
the war in Gaza a year ago. UN 


spokesman Martin Nesirky said 
the United Nations is waiting 
for “a green light” from the Is¬ 
raeli government, which it ex¬ 
pects “imminently.” A UN 
investigation found that Israeli 
weaponry was “the undisputed 
cause" of attacks on several UN 
schools, a health clinic and the 
world body's Gaza headquar¬ 
ters during the three-week Is¬ 
raeli offensive in Gaza in 
December 2008 and January 

2009 . THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Make Your Resolution a Reality! 

Lose weight, guaranteed. 


And...your first 

15 lbs are FREE! 


Call for your free, no-obligation consultation 

1 . 800 - 322-1643 


tSee in-store for details. Offer available until February 13,2010. 
Herbal Magic © 2010. All rights reserved. 























































JANUARY LIQUIDATION 


Save up to 90% 

Wall Mirrors 

*19 


starting 
as low as 


Save up to 90% 

Single Dinette Chairs 

$29 


starting 
as low as 


Save up to 80% 

Queen or King Headboard 

$99 


starting 
as low as 


Save up to 80% 

Single Dressers 

$99 


starting 
as low as 


Save up to 80% 

Loveseats 

,$199 


starting 
as low as 





ON ALL CLEARANCE 
KING SLEEP SETS 




rli L' 


50% OFF! 

ALL CLEARANCE DINING ROOM FURNITURE 



not exactly as shown 



50% - 
Off! 

7 Piece 
Dining Room 


not exactly as shown 



SAVE UP TO 90% EVERY DAY 

off the original price on clearance items. 

PLUS DO MOT PAY FOR 15 MONTHS* 




Find more clearance items brickclearance.com 


2 Edmonton Locations to serve you better 

North St. Albert Trail 

12016 -107 Ave. 13304 St. Albert Trail 
780-452-7354 780-454-0555 


§An amount equal to lOx the GST will be deducted at time of purchaase. *O.A.C. only on your Brick Card Platinum. Minimum purchase of $250.The Administration fee ($99.95), GST (5%), provincial sales taxes (if applicable) & delivery charges are required to be paid in full at time of purchase. 
Balance due April 2011. Interest may accrue for the final 25 days prior to the promotion’s payment due date but will be waived if the payment balance is made in full by the due date. + This offer cannot be combined with any other discount or free gift purchase, sale, or other promotion unless 
otherwise specified. Product may vary by location. We reserve the right to limit quantities by store and per purchase. Pictures are for representation only. Offer valid January 8th - 10th, unless otherwise indicated. See in store for complete details. 
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GM makes first electric battery to power Chevrolet Volt 

General Motors has made its first mass-produced electric car battery as it gears up to sell the new Chevrolet Volt to the general public later this year. The lithium- 
ion battery was made at GM's Brownstown Battery Pack Assembly Plant. Regular production is expected to begin in the fourth quarter, the associated press 
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‘Generation Debt’ in need of 
financial crash course: Experts 


As Canadian consumers 
waded deeper into debt 
during the so-called Great 
Recession, the federal gov¬ 
ernment decided it was 
time to boost financial lit¬ 
eracy, a life lesson many 
Canadians missed before 
their balances plunged 
deep into the red. 

Finance Minister Jim Fla¬ 
herty launched the Finan¬ 
cial Literacy Task Force in 
June, citing his belief that 
a financially literate popu¬ 
lation would create a more 
stable economy. 

After a 20-year trend of 
increased debt and re¬ 
duced savings, combined 


Teach kids to save 

• Sit down with your chil¬ 
dren and discuss what it 
means to budget, or be in 
debt, and involve them in 
the family budgeting. Offer 
small incentives for kids to 
help parents cut back on 
the household phone bill or 
heating costs. 

with easy credit and dwin¬ 
dling pension plans, finan¬ 
cial planning must be in¬ 
grained in Canadians, said 
Tom Hamza, president of 
the Investor Education 
Fund. The fund is charged 


with figuring out how to 
integrate financial lessons 
into Ontario’s curricula for 
Grade 4 to 12 students by 
September 2011. 

Hamza said that educat¬ 
ing children can help com¬ 
bat some of the damaging 
examples many have inad¬ 
vertently taught their chil¬ 
dren over the last two 
decades. “That is the exact 
time period that our 
household debt levels have 
gone up, our savings levels 
have plummeted, and 
we’ve changed our per¬ 
spective from ‘Can I afford 
it?’ to ‘Can I afford the pay¬ 
ments?”’ he said. 


m.metr^riews.ca 



Recently released emails suggesting 
banks were pressured to keep 
quiet reignites U.S. bailout controver¬ 
sy. Scan this code for the full story. 

Older members of the 
demographic, sometimes 
referred to as “Generation 
Debt,” are accruing debt at 
rates never seen before. 

A Harris-Decima poll 
suggests that 60 per cent of 
baby boomers financially 
support their adult chil¬ 
dren. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Tax Google, save 
music industry? 

internet How to help prop 
up the ailing music indus¬ 
try? Tax Google, suggests a 
new report commissioned 
by the French govern¬ 
ment. 

The report, handed to 
Culture Minister Frederic 
Mitterrand on Wednesday, 
says Google and other In¬ 
ternet portals should be 
slapped with a new tax on 
their online ad revenues 
in France to fund the 
development of legal out¬ 
lets for buying books, 
movies and especially mu¬ 
sic on the Internet. 

Google France represen¬ 
tatives appeared cool to 
the plan, while critics say 
the plan would be messy 
to implement and that In¬ 
ternet portals would 
shoulder an unfair share 
of the burden. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Las Vegas (Smaller) Intel inside 


The Intel Corp. booth at the Consumer Electronics Show (CES) in Las Vegas Thursday. Intel rolled 
out new computer chips at the trade show that highlight the company’s lead over Advanced Micro 
Devices Inc. in shrinking the circuitry inside its processors. 


Positive job creation data 
expected for December 


labour The Canadian 
economy is again poised to 
start churning out jobs in¬ 
stead of burning them. 

Following the pre-Christ¬ 
mas surprise that 79,000 
jobs were created in No¬ 
vember, economists expect 
December’s numbers, 
which will be announced 
Friday morning, to again 
be positive. And the out¬ 
look for 2010 is even 
rosier, with some project¬ 
ing that more than 
300,000 new jobs will be 
created. 

The consensus of 22 
economists surveyed this 
week forecast a 20,000 


Hiring back 

• Economists say panicky 
employers overdid the 
shedding of jobs during the 
downturn and now that 
production appears to be 
expanding sharply, employ¬ 
ers will have to bring some 
of those workers back. 

gain in December. That 
would be the second con¬ 
secutive month of job 
gains, despite a so-so econ¬ 
omy that only showed the 
first significant signs of 
growth at the end of 2009. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Housing market to stay strong: Study 


real estate A new Royal 
LePage survey predicts 
Canada’s residential real 
estate market will remain 
unusually strong through 
the first half of 2010. 

The real estate firm says 
as confidence in the eco¬ 
nomic recovery grows, av¬ 
erage prices are expected 
to continue to increase. 

Royal LePage executive 
Phil Soper says the real es¬ 
tate market enters 2010 
with “considerable mo¬ 
mentum from an unusual¬ 
ly strong finish to the pre¬ 
vious year.” He says the 
stimulus effect of low bor¬ 
rowing costs has con- 


Major gains 

Regions that saw the 
strongest declines during 
the recession are now 
showing marked gains. 
Those regions include 
Toronto and the Lower 
Mainland, B.C. 

tributed to a sharp rise in 
demand that has driven ac¬ 
tivity to new highs. 

Royal LePage says house 
prices appreciated in late 
2009, with fourth quarter 
price averages higher than 
fourth quarter 2008. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Business in brief 


RETAIL Last-minute holiday 
shoppers brought relief to 
America's retailers, handing 
them modest sales gains for 
the season and prompting sev¬ 
eral chains to raise their 
fourth-quarter profit outlooks. 
The improved profit picture 


comes because retailers never 
had to resort to drastic price- 
cutting after keeping invento¬ 
ries lean.The solid finish 
capped a year that saw the 
biggest sales decline in at least 
four decades. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Dream wildly. Rest easy. 

Porsche Approved. Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles. 

Presenting a rare instance of opposites happily co-existing. With the Porsche Approved Certified Pre- 
Owned Program, you will find yourself behind the wheel of a vehicle that's been meticulously inspected 
and reconditioned by a certified Porsche technician. Then backed by an industry-leading limited warranty 
IntelliChoice recently named best luxury warranty for 2009. Which means you can rest easy knowing 
you’ve made not only a dream purchase, but a sound one too. Visit our website to learn more about the 
award, or experience the thrilling sense of security for yourself only at your authorized Porsche dealer. 
Porsche. There is no substitute. 


2006 Cayman S 

#PA8008 Speed Yellow 
29,026 kms 
$54,900 


2006 Cayenne 

#PA8001 Basalt Black 
42,176 kms 
$44,900 


If qualifying pre-owned Porsche Approved vehicle is purchased or leased while still under new vehicle warranty, maximum coverage is 6 years/160,000 km I 


2007 Boxster 

#234821 Arctic Silver 
18,740 kms 
$49,900 



Norden 


Autohaus 


Norden Autohaus 

17820 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton, AB 
(780) 484-3000 
www.norden.porschedealer.com 


iriginal in-service date. If purchased or leased outside new vehicle warranty, maximum coverage is 2 years/160,000 km from date of purchase or lease. AMVIC licensee. 
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Mark Derbyshire named Holt Renfrew president 

Canadian high-end retailer Holt Renfrew & Co. Ltd. says it has 
appointed Mark Derbyshire as its new president, the Canadian press 
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BMO program to teach 
rich about money 


Call it financial literacy for 
the rich. 

Bank of Montreal’s pri¬ 
vate banking division will 
start offering cross-Canada 
seminars next month spe¬ 
cially designed for affluent 
adults, including those 
who marry into money. 

The invitation-only 
program enables a high 
net worth client to enrol 
a spouse or another adult 
relative in a financial 
boot camp of sorts that 
teaches the basics of mon¬ 
ey management and keep¬ 
ing the family fortune 
intact. 

BMO’s Financial Focus 


Big money 

• A high net worth client for 
the BMO program is some¬ 
one with investable assets 
of at least $500,000. 


seminars are a part-day 
course that tackles a vari¬ 
ety of day-to-day issues 
such as budgeting, mort¬ 
gages, banking, cash flow 
management, credit, in¬ 
vesting and estate plan¬ 
ning. 

It launched the program 
at the urging of its well-off 
clients. Many believe a 


spouse or an adult family 
member lacks experience 
with personal finances, 
said Sara Plant, vice-presi¬ 
dent and national director 
of wealth services with 
BMO Harris Private Bank¬ 
ing. 

“We’re often having very 
personal discussions with 
them about their families. 
And in those discussions, it 
comes to light that our 
clients are experiencing 
some kind of change or 
transition,” Plant said. 

Sessions will be held in 
major cities from February 
to April. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


China raises interest rates on 3-month bills 


markets China’s central 
bank surprised markets on 
Thursday by raising the in¬ 
terest rate on its three- 
month bills for the first 
time since August, intensi¬ 
fying its grip on liquidity a 
day after it promised to 
keep credit growth in 
check. 

While analysts said the 
move was just a withdraw¬ 


al of surplus cash in the 
system, markets feared the 
worst, taking it as a sign 
the central bank could be 
getting ready to use more 
forceful measures to cool 
growth and fight inflation. 

The move was accompa¬ 
nied by the biggest weekly 
net drain from money mar¬ 
kets in 11 weeks. 

The prospect of a 


tougher policy stance from 
Beijing sent Chinese shares 
tumbling and hit a range 
of commodities, as in¬ 
vestors feared that putting 
the brakes on growth 
could weaken the appetite 
of the world’s third-largest 
economy for steel, copper 
and other resources need¬ 
ed to fuel it. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



APPOINTMENTS 

General Dentistry/ 

Dentures 

780/492-5182 

Dental Hygiene 
(cleaning) 

780/492-4458 

Children’s Dentistry 

780/492-4448 


Department of 
Dentistry 



REDUCED FEE 


General Practice 
Residency 

(advanced treatment) 

780/492-9061 

Dental Implants 

780/492-7296 



All Treatment is Provided 
At a Reduced Fee 
and is 

Supervised by 
Licensed Dentists 
and 

Dental Hygienists 

Seniors Most Welcome 







Bra & parity offers cannot 
be combined. 


19.99 


Serious 

Cotrifort 


BUY 3 FOR 


BUY 2 FOR $14.99 
BUY 1 FOR $9.99 

ALL PREVIOUSLY 
REDUCED 
HANGING BRAS 


9.99 


BUY 3 FOR 


BUY 2 FOR $6.99 
BUY 1 FOR $4.99 

ALL PREVIOUSLY 
REDUCED HANGING 
PANTIES 


BUY 1, GET 1 

50 % OFF 


‘ 44.99 

MEN’S LEVI’S 


50 % OFF 

MEN'S CORDUROY 
PANTS BY DOCKERS, 
HAGGAR, LEVI’S, 
HUDSON NORTH 
& PERRY ELLIS 
PORTFOLIO 

Off our regular prices. 


50 %- 
70 % OFF 

ALL LUGGAGE 

Reg. $25-$700 
Sale $10-$350 

Excludes items with 974 
price endings. 


Friday, January 8th to Sunday, January 10th 


MEN’S UNDERWEAR BY 


JOE BOXER, NAUTICA, 
TOMMY HILFIGER, 
MCGREGOR & 
STANFIELD’S 

AND MEN’S 
THERMAL 
UNDERWEAR BY 

STANFIELD’S 

Off our regular prices. 

Second item must be 
of equal or lesser value. 


501 & 550 DENIM 
JEANS 

Reg. $70-$75 


PLUS, 
30% OFF 


50 % OFF 

10 KT., 14 KT. & 18 KT. GOLD, 
DIAMOND, GEMSTONE, 

CUBIC ZIRCONIA & CULTURED 
PEARL JEWELLERY 

Off our regular prices. 

Excludes Everyday Bay 
Value items, 

EFFY™ Last Call 
& Manufacturers’ 

Specials. 




25 % OFF 

WATCHES BY BULOVA, 
CARAVELLE, CARDINAL, 
CASIO, CITIZEN, 

ESPRIT, LEVI’S, 

PERRY ELLIS, SEIKO, 
TIMEX & WENGER SWISS 

Off our regular prices. 

Excludes Ironman & Expedition. 


www.thebay.com 


HBC REWARDS 
CREDIT POINTS 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 TH ONLY! 

WHEN YOU MAKE A PURCHASE OF $45* 

(OR MORE) ON YOUR HBC MASTERCARD* 
OR YOUR HBC CREDIT CARD 

•Some exclusions apply. 


‘Total Credit points = 10 x (dollar amount x 50). Credit points will be earned in the usual amount, i.e., 50 points per dollar. In other words, you will receive 550 points per dollar spent, including base points. 
This offer cannot be combined with any other bonus offer. If you refund the purchased) made in connection with this offer, points will be reduced by the bonus amount, using the same formula. Terms and 
conditions of the Hbc Rewards program found online at www.hbc.com/rewards apply to this offer. 

f Registered trademark of Hudson's Bay Company. ® Registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. Used pursuant to license. 

Selection will vary by store. Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. Everyday Bay Value, just-reduced. Power Buys. Manager’s Specials, licensed departments. Salviati, Vera Wang and 
Hbc Foundation charity merchandise are excluded. When you see "POWER BUY” or "Manager's Special” you will know we have found an exceptional deal to pass on to you. We may tell you the COMPARABLE 
VALUE on the price ticket and/or a sign, so you will see the price another retailer in Canada charges or would likely charge for the same or a comparable value Item. Quantities of our Power Buys and Manager's 
Specials and items located in any “Style Outlet” in-store departments are limited and may vary from store to store - no rain checks or substitutions. When we say "PRICE CUT", we mean the existing everyday 
price is being lowered temporarily. See in-store for details. 
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Comment 


Seniors deserve a break 




it even harder. Heating 
and lighting costs have 
gone up, and so too have 
costs for drainage and 
waste removal. The list of 
things that cost more now 
than they did a few years 
ago is a long one. 

All those increased costs 
have made it much more 
difficult for seniors to stay 
in their own homes. The 
hard-hearted amongst us 
might say that these peo¬ 
ple should sell their homes 
and live off any equity that 
has accrued to the proper¬ 
ty. If they sold t] 


need places to live. Given 
the current cost of renting, 
it is unlikely these people 
would end up with enough 
money to see themselves 
comfortably to the end of 
life. I would think that 
someone who has been a 
contributing citizen for 40 
or 50 years deserves at 
least that much. 

During the holidays, a 
friend of mine from Van¬ 
couver tipped me off 
about something that 
might be worth 
considering in Ed¬ 
monton. 
British Co¬ 
lumbia has a 
Property 
Tax Defer¬ 
ment Pro¬ 
gram that 
allows peo¬ 
ple over 55 
and 
those 
with 
disabili¬ 
ties to defer 
their property 
taxes until they 


poor.” These are people 
who have very little in¬ 
come, but are living 
in their own homes 
in which they 
have some de¬ 
gree of equity. 

For the 
most part, 
the people in 
this position 
are seniors liv¬ 
ing on fixed in¬ 
comes. 

Living on a fixed income 
is never easy for anyone. 
But the events of the past 
couple of years have made 


Urban 


M ost of US 
know some¬ 
one who’s 
“house rich” 
and “cash 


sell their home or die. The 
taxes and the interest that 
has accrued must then be 
paid off before the home is 
sold. I don’t have enough 
space here to go into all 
the details, but if you are 
interested, there is infor¬ 
mation on the B.C. govern¬ 
ment’s website. 

Though this is a provin¬ 
cial program in B.C., it 
seems to me that there is 
no reason we could not do 
the same for seniors and 
those with disabilities in 
Edmonton. I am not a fan 
of demand-driven social 
programs, so we might 
want to put a needs test in 
place. We would also have 
to determine what effect 
this might have on civic 
coffers. But that aside, an 
extra $1,000 in the pocket 
of someone on a fixed in¬ 
come can make a real dif¬ 
ference in their quality of 
life. 


Terence Harding is a corporate communicator. 
He's a keen observer of all things Edmonton; 
edmontonletters@metronews.ca. 
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Weeding out a bad home purchase 


arket 


Erica 

Johnson 



K 

metronews.ca/johnson 


We all know Mike Holmes 
— the guy with biceps the 
size of tires, who rights 
wrongs when it comes to 
home renovations. But at 
Marketplace, we team up 
with Mike Friday night to 
tackle a growing (no pun 
intended) problem in 
Canada — homes that are 
used for marijuana grow- 
ops, then sold to unsus¬ 
pecting buyers. 

The RCMP estimates 
there are thousands of 
houses being used for 
grow-ops today, often in 
quiet, suburban neigh¬ 
bourhoods, where you’d 
least expect them. They’re 


often quietly patched up — 
leaving new homeowners 
stuck with mould, struc¬ 
tural and electrical issues. 

Theresa Denton was hap¬ 
py with her house pur¬ 
chase near Kamloops, B.C., 
until she learned it’d been 
a grow-op for 

decade. To- I think we need to 


day, she’s fac- do something 
could™ top about the home in - 

$ 100,000 just spection industry. 

to make her |f S obviOUS that it's 

home safe to . - _ » 

live in. Her Working, 
walls are cov- Mike Holmes 
ered in 
mould, and her son’s de¬ 
veloped such a severe 
mould allergy, he has to 
take medication to help 
him breathe. 

Denton — like other un¬ 
suspecting homeowners — 
hired a home inspector be¬ 
fore she bought her house. 

But in his report, he makes 


no mention of mould all 
over the attic walls. “He 
had a flashlight,” said Den¬ 
ton. “Either he’s not 
telling the truth, or he’s 
just completely incompe¬ 
tent.” 

It’s a stoiy Mike Holmes 

_is hearing 

more and 
more — 
home inspec¬ 
tors who 
don’t spot 
costly prob¬ 
lems, espe¬ 
cially when it 
comes to 
spotting 
grow-op 

warning signs. “I think we 
need to do something 
about the home inspection 
industry,” said Holmes. 
“It’s obvious that it’s not 
working.” 

In Canada, there are no 
requirements for home in¬ 
spectors to get any training 


to spot grow-ops. In fact, 


what training is required 
to be a home inspector 
varies across the country. 
In most provinces, anyone 
can hang out a “home in¬ 
spector” shingle, and if 
they give you bad advice, 
your only recourse is a 
lengthy and costly court 
case. 

When we caught up 
with Theresa Denton’s 
home inspector, he told us 
he wasn’t responsible for 
Denton’s nightmare, and 
his contract even says so. 

Denton’s now suing her 
home inspector, the for¬ 
mer owner of the house, 
and her real estate agent. 
Sadly, the courts are full of 
cases like Denton’s — 
homebuyers who thought 
a home inspection would 
protect them. 


Erica Johnson is a journalist and co-host 
of CBC News: Marketplace, Canada's 
award-winning consumer affairs show. 
CBC News: Marketplace airs each Friday night 
at 8:30 p.m. on CBC Television. 



Worth mentioning 


Toddler recovering after 
chopstick pierces brain 


A 14-month-old boy in Chi¬ 
na is recovering after doc¬ 
tors removed a chopstick 
from his brain that acciden¬ 
tally poked up through his 
nose, a spokesman for the 
local hospital said Thurs¬ 
day. 

The toddler, Li Jingchao, 
from the eastern 
province of Shandong, is 
undergoing 
treatment at 
Bo Ai Hospi¬ 
tal in Bei¬ 
jing for an 
infection 
caused by 
the life- 
threaten¬ 
ing impalement, 
spokesman Chen Yawei 
said. 

Li was playing with 
chopsticks while his moth¬ 
er was in the kitchen wash¬ 
ing dishes when he fell and 
began ciying when a chop¬ 
stick pierced into his nose, 
Chen said. 

Because local hospitals 
did not have the technology 
to safely remove the chop¬ 
stick, Li’s parents travelled 
10 hours north by car to Bei¬ 
jing on Dec. 26 immediately 


after the accident, Chen 
said. 

The boy arrived with a 
high fever and an irregular 
heartbeat, according to a re¬ 
port released by the hospital. 

Neurosurgeons at the 
hospital were concerned 
the removal of the chop¬ 
stick, which was lodged 
four millimetres into Li’s 
brain, would 
cause inter¬ 
nal hemor¬ 
rhaging 
once re¬ 
moved — 
possibly 
causing 
paralysis 
or even death, Chen said. 

“Luckily, the removal re¬ 
sulted in little bleeding and 
he suffered only an infec¬ 
tion,” Chen said. 

Chen said Li’s neurosur¬ 
geon was perfect for the job 
since he had extensive ex¬ 
perience with surgeries in¬ 
volving chopsticks lodged 
in eyes, foreheads and 
necks. 

Li is expected to be re¬ 
leased from the hospital in 
about a week, Chen said. 
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Ribeiro out 4 to 6 weeks 

Dallas Stars centre Mike Ribeiro will miss four to six weeks after being accidentally hit in 
the throat with a stick during a game against the New York Rangers, the associated press 
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Edmonton drops 
fourth in a row 



Columbus right winger Jakub Voracek, centre, skates to the net 
in front of Oilers goalie Devan Dubnyk and Ladislav Smid during 
Thursday’s action. 


NHL 



Kristian Huselius and RJ. 
Umberger had a goal and 
an assist apiece as the 
Columbus Blue Jackets 
stopped a four-game los¬ 
ing skid with a 4-2 victory 
over the Edmonton Oilers 
on Thursday night. 

Antoine Vermette and 
Jan Hejda also scored for 
the Blue Jackets (16-20-9) 
who had lost 13 of their 
last 14 and ended a fran¬ 
chise-record 13-game road 
losing streak. 

Fernando Pisani and 
Sam Gagner replied for the 
Oilers (16-23-5) who have 
lost four in a row and 11 of 
their last 12. 

Columbus is now four 
points ahead of last-place 
Edmonton in the Western 
Conference. 

After a ponderous start 
to the game, the two teams 
finally got things going 
with three minutes left in 
the first period, trading 
goals just 19 seconds apart. 

Columbus got on the 
board first as Umberger’s 


backhand shot beat Ed¬ 
monton goalie Devan Dub¬ 
nyk. The Oilers responded 
quickly with Pisani’s goal 
that made it 1-1 after the 
first period. 

The Blue Jackets went up 
2-1 in the second on Ver- 
mette’s goal. 

But the Oilers tied the 
game 1:36 into the third 
period when Gagner 
scored. 


Columbus regained the 
lead two minutes later on 
the power play as Huselius 
wired home a goal to make 
it 3-2. The Blue Jackets 
made it a two-goal game 
with just over eight min¬ 
utes to play as a Hejda 
blast from the point 
changed directions and 
went in off the skate of Oil¬ 
er Patrick O’Sullivan. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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SCOREBOARD 


THURSDAY’S RESULTS 
Columbus 4 EDMONTON 2 

Montreal 2 Florida 0 
Washington 5 Ottawa 2 
Atlanta 2 N.Y. Rangers 1 (SO) 

Chicago 5 Boston 2 
Nashville 4 Carolina 2 
Philadelphia 7 Pittsburgh 4 
Phoenix at Vancouver 
St. Louis at Anaheim 
Detroit at Los Angeles 



THURSDAY’S RESULTS 

New York 97 Charlotte 93 


NFL PLAYOFFS 


WILD CARD ROUND 

Byes: Indianapolis, San Diego, New Orleans, Minnesota 

SATURDAY'S GAMES 

N.Y. Jets at Cincinnati, 2:30 p.m. 

Philadelphia at Dallas, 6 p.m. 

SUNDAY’S GAMES 
Baltimore at New England, 11 a.m. 

Green Bay at Arizona, 2:40 p.m. 


m.metr^riews.ca 



Scan this barcode for the most recent 
Sports updates on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top of pg 2 


RED SOX Adrian Beltre and the 
Boston Red Sox have finalized 
a one-year contract that guar¬ 
antees the third baseman $10 
million US. Beltre gets $9 mil¬ 
lion this year, and the deal in¬ 
cludes a $5 million player op¬ 
tion for 2011 with a $1 million 
buyout. 

CFL Saskatchewan Roughrider 
fans waiting to hear about 
whether general manager Eric 
Tillman has a future with the 
CFL team will soon get their 
answer. Rider spokesman Ryan 
Whippier says the team will 
announce its decision Friday, 
although no time has yet been 
set for a news conference. 
FOOTBALL The Grey Cup-cham¬ 
pion Montreal Alouettes have 
a huge hole to fill this off-sea¬ 
son. Kick-returner Larry Taylor, 
the CFL's top special-teams 
player in 2009, was one of four 
players to sign with the NFL's 
New York Jets on Thursday. 
Taylor had a CFL-high 788 punt- 
return yards on 89 returns last 


year. 

FIGHT Floyd Mayweather Jr. 
blamed Manny Pacquiao for 
the collapse of their prospec¬ 
tive bout Thursday, claiming 
the Filipino boxer refuses to ac¬ 
cept a reasonable compromise 
on drug testing concerns. May- 
weather also says he's still 
ready to sign a deal for the 
fight, which was slated for 
March 13 at the MGM Grand 
Garden in Las Vegas. 

GUNS An NBA official speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
says the Washington Wizards 
are planning to fine some play¬ 
ers for participating in Gilbert 
Arenas' on-court antics that 
made light of his gun troubles. 
Before Tuesday's game, Arenas 
was surrounded by his team¬ 
mates when he knelt on the 
court and pointed his index 
fingers at them, as if he were 
firing a pair of guns. A photo¬ 
graph shows nearly all the 
players laughing or smiling. 
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Transform your table 

30 % off 


DENBY PURE GREEN & 
CARAMEL DINNERWARE 

In-store stock only. 

PLUS 20% OFF 

ALL OTHER 
DINNERWARE 

BY DENBY 

All of the above offers 
are off our regular prices. 



$ 60 OFF 

HENCKELS 

SYNERGY 13-PCE. 
KNIFE BLOCK SET 

Reg. $159.99 Sale $99.99 

PLUS 25% OFF 

ALL OTHER 
KNIFE BLOCK SETS, 
KNIFE BLOCKS AND 
KNIVES BY 

HENCKELS 
& CUISINART 

Off our regular prices. 



*30 OFF 


ONEIDA 

20-PCE. ALDWYCH 
FLATWARE SET 

Reg. $69.99 Sale $39.99 

PLUS 25% OFF 

ALL OTHER 
FLATWARE SETS 



70 % off 

ALL COOKWARE SETS & 
OPEN STOCK COOKWARE 

BYGREENPAN 

Off our regular & clearance prices. 


PLUS 60% OFF 

ALL COOKWARE 
SETS & OPEN STOCK 
COOKWARE BY 

BEAUMARKL 
PADERNO & . 

LAGOSTINA <f 

PROVENCE PRO 


$ 2100 Off 



SEALY 

POSTUREPEDIC 

SONOMA 

VALLEY 

QUEEN 

MATTRESS SET 

Reg. $2998 Sale $898 



WHITE SALE ON NOW! 


50% OFF 

DUVETS, PILLOWS AND 
MATTRESS PADS BY 

LAURA ASHLEY & SEALY 

Off our regular prices. 


40% OFF 


SIGNATURE 

OPEN STOCK 

cuirir-rc ami-v 


HOUSE&HOME™ 

SIGNATURE 



SAVE AN ADDITIONAL 

40 % OFF 

CLEARANCE-PRICED 

Bedding, duvets, pillows, towels, cushions, 
frames, candles, photo albums, table linens, 
area rugs, window coverings 


Off our last ticketed price: 


1 f~\ \/ Hbc Rewards 
I Ly /\ Credit points 

K When you make a purchase of $45* or more 

1 (before taxes) on your Hbc’ MasterCard® 

or your Hbc Credit Card 
I Saturday, Jan. 9th only! 

Some exclusions apply. 


www.thebay.com 


the 




Total Credit points=lOx (dollar amountx 50). Credit points will be earned in the usual amount i.e, 50 points per dollar. In other words, you will receive 550 points per dollar spent including base points. This offer can¬ 
not be combined with any other bonus offer. If you refund the purchase(s) made in connection with this offer, points will he reduced by the bonus amount using the same formula. Terms and conditions of the Hbc 
Rewards program found online atwww.hbc.com/rewards applytothis offer. 

t Registered trademark of Hudson's Bay Company. ® Registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. Used pursuantto license. 

Selection will vary by store. Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. Everyday Bay Value, just-reduced, Power Buys, Manager's Specials, licensed departments, Salviati, Vera Wang 
and Hbc Foundation charity merchandise are excluded. When you see "POWER BUY” or "Manager's Special" you will know we have found an exceptional deal to pass on to you. We may tell you the 
COMPARABLE VALUE on the price ticket and/or a sign, so you will see the price another retailer in Canada charges or would likely charge for the same or a comparable value item. Quantities of our 
Power Buys and Manager's Specials and items located in any "Style Outlet" in-store departments are limited and may vary from store to store - no rain checks or substitutions. When we say 
"PRICE CUT", we mean the existing everyday price is being lowered temporarily. See in-store for details. 
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Omischl sits out 

Steve Omischl will sit out this weekend's World Cup freestyle aerials event after consulting with team 
doctors following a mild concussion he suffered during a training session last week, the Canadian press 


Vancouver Games 


EDITOR: DON.MCHOULL^)METRONEWS.CA 


Expectations will be massive for Canadians 



A t the World Jun¬ 
ior hockey final 
this week we saw 
a glimpse of the 
kind of expecta¬ 
tions Canadian athletes 
will face at the rapidly ap¬ 
proaching home Olympics. 

Pressure is a demon that 
needs to be dealt with. 

Real or imagined, any¬ 
time a significant number 
of Canadians wrap them¬ 
selves in the flag and at¬ 
tach themselves to the for¬ 
tunes of athletes who wear 
the Maple Leaf, huge pres¬ 



sure ensues. You could see 
it tattooed on the faces of 
the young 
men 
who 
fell to 
the United 
States thus halting a 
hockey run of dynastic pro¬ 
portions. 

Scott Moir, a Canadian 
gold medal hopeful in fig¬ 
ure skating with his part¬ 
ner Tessa Virtue, watched 
the game 
in Ann Ar¬ 
bor, 

Mich., 
beside 
his 
rival 

and training mate, Ameri¬ 
can Charlie White, a man 
who had narrowly beaten 
him at the recent Grand 
Prix Final in Tokyo — the 
major international tune- 


up prior to the Olympics. 

“The only thing worse 
than watching those guys’ 


reflected. 

“Pressure is not 
always an easy mon 
ster to tame.” 


with the immensity 
of all those people 
counting on him to 
come through on Pa¬ 
cific Coliseum ice? 

“I like to look 


the beast right in the eye,” 
Moir explained. “That’s 
the beauty of sport. I 
know I have done 
eveiything to pre¬ 
pare myself for 
that mo¬ 
ment a 


Scott Moir and 
Tessa Virtue 


lion times over and I must 
execute. I will execute!” 

Perhaps comfort comes 
with an athlete knowing 
he or she has the talent 
and fitness to reach peak 
performance at the mo¬ 
ment the com¬ 
petition oc¬ 
curs. It 
is al¬ 
so a 


matter of 
focus. 

“Healthy ex¬ 
perienced ath¬ 
letes that are favourites 
to win are typically 
immersed in process 
and not outcome,” 
noted 1998 Olympic 
bobsleigh gold medallist, 
Dave MacEachern. “Confi¬ 
dence from past success 
creates a great place to 


hide when the heat gets 
turned up at big events.” 

For the more than 200 
athletes who will fly Cana¬ 
dian colours at home in 
Vancouver and Whistler 
there is another considera¬ 
tion. As it was with the 
junior hockey team in 
Saskatoon, somebody from 
another country might be 
better qualified to win. 

“For the record, I think 
the Canadian juniors lost 
to a team with superior 
speed and defence, not be¬ 
cause of pressure,” 
MacEachern said. 

Sometimes the pressure 
monster isn’t the one 
Olympians should fear 
most. 


Scott Russell is the Host of CBC Sports 
Weekend seen Saturday afternoons. He has 
covered professional and amateur 
sports including nine Olympic games and 
numerous world championships. 



NFL star goes from blocks to rocks 


Vernon Davis is headed to 
his first Pro Bowl and his 
first Olympics, too. 

The star San Francisco 
49ers tight end will be an 
honorary captain for the 
U.S. men’s curling team 
next month at the Vancou¬ 
ver Olympics. The opportu¬ 
nity came about after Davis 


gave curling a try in Novem¬ 
ber and loved it. 

“I’m excited for the op¬ 
portunity. It’s quite an hon¬ 
our,” Davis said Thursday. “I 
look forward to going to the 
Olympics and being an hon¬ 
orary captain. And I look 
forward to learning more 
and meeting those guys and 
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FAMILY SPONSORSHIP U.S WAIVER APPLICATION 
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by phone, no credit 
refused, quick and easy, 
payable over 

3, 6, or 12 installments. 

Call toll free: 

1-877-776-1660 

www.moneyprovider.com 
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780-440-6445 
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realstar management 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


PARK SQUARE APARTMENTS 
10001 BELLAMY HILL 


1+den & 2bd air conditioned suites with in-suite laundry, 
and modern decor. Heat and water included, 
fitness facility. Convenient downtown living! 

780-423-3540 | www.realstar.ca 


“ I look forward to going to the 
Olympics and being an honorary 
captain (of the U.S. men’s curling 
team).” Vernon Davis 


finding out what their prac¬ 
tice is like.” 

Davis, who last Sunday 
tied Antonio Gates’ NFL 
record for touchdowns by a 
tight end with 13, shot sev¬ 


eral curling public service 
announcements this week. 

Those PSAs will be used 
around the United States to 
help promote the sport’s 

growth. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


$ 25,888 

2007 Mercedes C230Sedan 

#P07-7028, Air, Auto, Sunroof, Winter and 
Summer fires, like new 


David Morris 180.4849000 ^ 

Fine Cars Ltd. please ask for dean or ian MW 

17407 - 111 Ave, Edmonton Motor Vehicle 

desmail@dmfc.ca | iweiss@dmfc.ca m—“ 


Torchbearer Eddie Edwards smiles for media as he passes along 
the Olympic flame to Jennine Thaddeus after he finished 
carrying the Olympic flame in Winnipeg on Thursday. 

Eddie the Eagle carries 
flame through Winnipeg 


Former Olympic folk hero 
Eddie (the Eagle) Edwards 
flew down Winnipeg streets 
Thursday morning as he 
proudly hoisted the 
Olympic torch in frigid 
weather. 

The British ski jumper 
who gained a cult following 
during the 1988 Calgary 
Olympics — despite coming 
in dead last — carried the 
torch for several blocks as 
people honked their horns 
and shouted encourage¬ 
ment. 

For Edwards, the experi¬ 
ence was a thrill. 

The 45-year-old said he 
feels honoured to be back 


in Canada and thanked the 
country for including him 
in the celebrations for the 
Vancouver Games, which 
start next month. 

“I was immensely proud 
and honoured to be invited 
back to Canada, to take part 
in the whole Olympic 
dream again,” he said as he 
prepared to accept the 
torch on a snow-covered 
Winnipeg street. 

“It’s wonderful; 22 years 
later I’m back and all part of 
it. Being a part of the whole 
Olympic relay is wonderful. 
Now I’ve done both sides. 
I’m happy. I can die a happy 
man!” the Canadian press 
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Denzel defined 



Oscar-nominated Amy Adams 
is back with Leap Year. 



Former Degrassi star Drake 
sets up for big splash in ’10. 



The Kids in the Hall are 
back and bigger than ever. 
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Daybreakers ©@© 
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Denzel gets tough in Book of Eli 


Movie feature 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


Although his thriller 
follows the current trend of 
post-apocalyptic tales, 
don’t draw comparisons 
between futuristic dystopi¬ 
an dramas like The Road 
and Denzel Washington’s 
latest film, The Book of Eli. 

Not directly to Mr. Wash¬ 
ington anyhow. 

“Actually (The 
Road) was sup¬ 
posed to come 
out a year 
ago,” defend¬ 
ed the leg- 
endaiy actor 
with a chuck¬ 
le during a re¬ 
cent interview. 

“I wouldn’t cate¬ 
gorize (The Book 
Eli). (People) have a desire 
to do that so they say ‘post- 
apocalyptic action’ but I 



On the web 


• For movie photos, 
trailers and screen times — 
and to buy tickets — visit 
metronews.ca/movies. 

think a spiritual film. 
That’s what’s interesting 
about it, I think it’s a lot of 
things.” 

Whatever it is, The Book 
of Eli marks not just the 
Oscar winner’s latest foray 
into the action genre but 
it’s also one of the 55-year 
old actor’s most stren¬ 
uous roles — play¬ 
ing a fist-fighting 
drifter who 

travels across 
desolate bad¬ 
lands protect¬ 
ing a cher¬ 
ished book 

from weapon- 
wielding thieves 
criminals. 

“I have a great job in that 
I get to step into all these 
different worlds and so I re¬ 



Denzel Washington sharpened his combat skills for his latest film, The Book of Eli. It is in theatres next week. 


ally enjoyed it. I mean I re¬ 
ally need to continue to do 
that kind of work and 
stretch — stretching is key 
at my age,” said Washing¬ 
ton. “Life is short, life’s no 
joke ... it makes me want 
for rich experiences and I 
thought that this was a 
very unusual part to play 
and it allowed me to dab¬ 


ble in the spiritual world 
and the martial arts 
world.” 

One of the ways in which 
Washington did stretch 
was sharpening his combat 
skills. But while tutoring 
under such martial artists 
as Bruce Lee-disciple Dan 
Inosanto helped him pre¬ 
pare for the part, the box¬ 


ing experience he gained 
from his Oscar-nominated 
role in 1999’s The Hurri¬ 
cane also proved an addi¬ 
tional benefit. 

“Because of boxing, I was 
comfortable with fighting 
— although you do some 
things in martial arts that 
are completely the oppo¬ 
site of boxing,” said the ac¬ 


tor insisting what he main¬ 
ly learned from martial 
arts was to “leave people 
alone” because you never 
know who they really are 
— a moral that applies to 
the film itself. 

“The littlest, most unas¬ 
suming person (can be) a 
killer,” Washington insist¬ 
ed. 


Michael Cera takes a step forward with alter ego 



Michael Cera, right, expands his range in Youth In Revolt. 


Youth In Revolt 

Director: Miguel Arteta 
Stars: Michael Cera, Fred 
Willard _ 

Classification: STC _ 

Rating: ©©©Vi 


RICHARD CROUSE 

for Metro Canada 


review Youth in Revolt is 
the new Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off. It’s a film about 
the benefits of behaving 
badly and, like the famous 
1986 John Hughes movie, 
it is headlined by an actor 
who brings charm and wit 
to the role of the rebel. 

Hoodie heartthrob 
Michael Cera plays four- 
teen-year-old Nick Twisp, a 


mild mannered collection 
of raging hormones and 
quirky personality traits. 
He loves Sinatra and for¬ 
eign films. When his fami¬ 
ly relocates to a Christian 
trailer park he meets his 
dream girl, Sheeni Saun¬ 
ders (Portia Doubleday), a 
similarly anachronistic 
teenager with a taste for 
anything French and a 
dream of being swept off 
her feet by a bad boy 
named Francois. 

When circumstance 
steps in to keep them apart 
he (with the help of an 
imaginaiy friend named 
Francois Dillinger) reverses 
his goody-two-shoes image 
and becomes a rebel with a 
cause — he wants to im¬ 
press her. 


Cera has a corner on the 
awkward by coming-of-age 
movie, and as Twisp he 
doesn’t do anything he did¬ 
n’t do in Juno or Superbad, 
but he’s charming and 
easy to watch. His work 
takes on a different dimen¬ 
sion, however, when he 
slips into alter ego mode. 

As the mustachioed 
Francois he’s a refugee 
from a Belmondo film, 
equipped with a cigarette, 
and too tight white 
trousers. It’s not often that 
an actor gets to show his 
range playing two charac¬ 
ters in one film, but this is 
a step forward for Cera, 
who has been locked into 
the wisecracking virgin 
stereotype since he left the 
small screen’s Arrested De¬ 


velopment, grew some 
peach fuzz and started 
chasing girls on the big 
screen. 

The supporting cast, 
made up of reliable old 
pros like Fred Willard and 
Steve Buscemi, do good 


work, but the movie 
wouldn’t work if Sheeni 
wasn’t the kind of girl 
worth throwing your life 
away for. In the excellent¬ 
ly named Portia Double¬ 
day, Youth in Revolt finds a 
newcomer with charisma 


to burn. Youth in Revolt’s 
main strengths are its ac¬ 
tors. 

• For Youth In Revolt pho¬ 
tos, a trailer and screen 
times — or to buy tickets 
— visit metronews.ca / 
movies 
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Tom not starring with Taylor 

Tom Cruise will not be costarring in the forthcoming Taylor Lautner action flick Northern Lights. The film is about a young 
aerobatics pilot and will be directed by John Moore (Max Payne). Production begins this April in Louisiana, ew.com 
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Bloodsuckers big at box office 



Vampire flicks have won over new audiences, says columnist Richard Crouse. 




out there? The success of 
True Blood and the Twi¬ 
light movies is proof that 
vampires have risen from 
the dead, driven a stake 
through the very heart of 
popular culture and won 
over new fans in unprece¬ 
dented numbers. 

Never before have 
bloodsuckers done such 
boffo box office, but how 
can this newfound popu¬ 
larity be called a come¬ 
back when the vampires 
never went away? 

No amount of garlic, it 


seems, can keep vampires 
out of the theatre. This 
weekend Daybreakers, a 
film about a world where 
vamps outnumber hu¬ 
mans, joins the list of 
vampire films which 
dates back to the 1900s. 

In the 101 years since 
audiences first sunk their 
teeth into a vampire 
movie — 1909’s Vampire 
of the Coast — vamps 
have come in all shapes 
and sizes. There’s The 
Vampire Effect, a Chinese 
martial arts vampire 
movie (guest starring 
Jackie Chan), Thomas Dol¬ 
by’s vampire musical 
comedy Roclcula and the 
self explanatory Gayracu- 
la to name just a few. 

Even stranger than any 
of those is Dracula Blows 
his Cool, a 1979 German 
comedy featuring the 
Count as the proprietor of 
a disco in his ancestral 
castle. It’s quite awful, but 
worth a rental (if you can 
find it) to hear the disco 


“hit” Rock Me Dracula 
(Suck! Suck!). 

More traditional is an¬ 
other German film made 
the same year. Roger 
Ebert called Werner Her¬ 
zog’s Nosferatu the 
Vampyre, “the most 


evocative series of images 
centered around the idea 
of the vampire” since 
1922’s Nosferatu. 

It cannot be said that 
this is a particularly scary 
movie, but Herzog’s em¬ 
phasis on slowly building 


tension and atmosphere 
rather than simply smear¬ 
ing the screen with blood 
is disquieting and decid¬ 
edly eerie. 

A little more roclc’em 
sock’em is The Legend of 
the 7 Golden Vampires, 


the 1974 collaboration be¬ 
tween Britain’s Hammer 
Studios and the Hong 
Kong based Shaw Broth¬ 
ers Studio. Peter Cushing 
is vampire hunter Prof. 
Van Helsing who battles 
Dracula and six disciples 
in a remote Chinese vil¬ 
lage. It’s weird and wacky, 
but as one critic said it 
gets by “on sheer novelty 
alone.” 

So many vampires, so 
little time. How have vam¬ 
pires survived when other 
film fads are dead and 
buried? Adaptability. Just 
as every generation has 
placed a hero on the pop 
charts cinematic vam¬ 
pires have shape shifted 
over the years, bending to 
the times. 

How else can you ex¬ 
plain Dracula Blows His 
Cool’s disco dancing 
Drac? 


Richard Crouse is the author of Son of the 
100 Best Movies You've Never Seen and 
film critic for CTV's Canada AM. 



Refreshing revamp of vampires 


Daybreakers 


Director: The Spierig Brothers 
Stars: Ethan Hawke, Willem 
Dafoe 

Classification: STC 
Rating: ©@© 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


Cinematic vampires are 
often depicted as either 
romantic, tragic 
immortals drifting 
through time, slave to 
their vice, or as 
slobbering, blood starved 
wraiths; both camps are 
present in Daybreakers, 
the latest horror movie 
from Aussie filmmakers 
The Spierig Brothers (Un¬ 
dead). 

But, this movie is a 
mixed (body) bag, trying to 
have it all ways and ulti¬ 
mately biting off more 
than it can comfortably 
chew. 

In an after dark world 
owned by plague carrying 
vampires, Ethan Hawke 
plays an undead hematolo¬ 
gist with a conscience, try¬ 
ing to cure his brethren 
while sneering at their 
practice of farming what is 
left of the human race. 

When, after a chance en¬ 
counter saving a pack of 
persecuted mortals, he be¬ 
comes embroiled in a plot 
to overthrow the fanged 
powers that be, he discov¬ 
ers that by exposing one¬ 
self to direct sunlight and 


Ethan Hawke doesn’t suck in the vampire movie Daybreakers. 


bursting into flames — or 
“daybreaking” — vam¬ 
pirism can be conquered. 

Along with resistance 
leader and reformed ghoul 
Elvis (the ubiquitous 
Willem Dafoe), his first or¬ 
der of business is to lock 
horns with the diabolical 
head of his pharmaceutical 
employer (Sam Neill, 
whose welcome onscreen 
presence is squandered 
here in a thankless role 
that requires him to shuf¬ 
fle papers and look con¬ 
cerned) and heal the world 
without the aid of human 


experiments. Meanwhile, a 
pack of blood starved 
“have-not” vamps are turn¬ 
ing into bat like monsters, 
hell bent on feeding on 
man and ghoul alike. 

Boasting a great pulpy 
premise, a nifty neo-noir 
look and a handful of jaw 
dropping, brilliantly re¬ 
volting set pieces, Day- 
breakers has all its ducks 
in the right place. 

It’s a real shame then, 
when after a fantastic first 
half hour, the film falls 
apart, settling into conven¬ 
tional, tedious Under¬ 


world/Matrix dystopian 
cliche garble and worse, at¬ 
tempting to elicit big emo¬ 
tional responses to half 
baked characters and silly, 
heavy handed allegorical 
situations. 

Brilliant prosthetic spe¬ 
cial effects however and in 
a genre where remakes 
and sequels are the order 
of the day, Daybreakers is 
refreshingly original. 

• For Daybreakers photos, 
a trailer and screen times 
visit metronews.ca/movies 
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ScarJo to hit Broadway 

Starting Jan. 24 , Scarlett Johansson and Broadway vet Liev Schreiber will take to Broadway's stage in Arthur Miller’s 1955 play, 
A View From the Bridge. Schreiber plays Eddie Carbone, a longshoreman from Brooklyn obsessed with his niece, played by Johansson, ew.com 


Reel Time 


A CLASSIC; ©©©© EXCELLENT; ©<©© GOOD ©@ FAIR; ® POOR 


Cruz still muse 

Actress back with Almodovar in Broken Embraces 



Penelope Cruz stars in director Pedro Almodovar's newest film, Broken Embraces. 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


Wildly irreverent Spanish 
filmmaker Pedro 
Almodovar has forged his 
legacy and found his 
following by continuously 
mining Hollywood cliches 
and reinterpreting them 
as high art. 

His emotional, sexual 
and passionate movies 
have defined Mediter¬ 
ranean cinema for over 30 
years, exploring sex, lust 
and melodrama with wit, 
style and genuine enthusi¬ 
asm for the medium. 

And though his works 
have often introduced 
many internationally ac¬ 
claimed Spanish actors to 
North American audiences 
(he put Antonio Banderas 
on the map in his wacky 
1982 comedy Labyrinth of 
Passion) there is no disput¬ 


ing the fact that the gor¬ 
geous Penelope Cruz is his 
on-screen muse, his female 
counterpart. 

Almodovar has featured 
Cruz as his heroine more 
than any other ac¬ 
tress, starting 
with 1997’s 
Live Flesh 

and continu¬ 
ing with 
such sensu¬ 
al, visionary 
fare like 
1999’s bizarre 
and beautiful 
All About My 
Mother and 2006’s 
equally impassioned 
Volver. 

Their latest collabora¬ 
tion is the layered, tragi¬ 
comic romantic thriller 
Broken Embraces in which 
Cruz stars as Lena, a strug¬ 
gling actress trapped in a 
loveless marriage. When 
her wealthy, older hus¬ 


band arranges for her to be 
cast in a new film by a cele¬ 
brated director (Luis 
Homar), a lethal love trian¬ 
gle evolves. 

“Lena is a veiy complex 
character,” says Cruz of 
her troubled alter 
ego. “In many 
ways she is a 
femme fatale in 
the classic 
sense, but she’s 
so much more 
than that. I 
think of her as 
three women in 
one.” 

With Broken Embraces, 
Almodovar employs a 
flashback framework and 
uses the gimmick of hav¬ 
ing a film within a film, a 
device that allows Cruz to 
assume the visages of vari¬ 
ous classic Hollywood in¬ 
genues including Audrey 
Hepburn and Marilyn Mon¬ 
roe. 


The results are another 
of the auteur’s signature 
classics, a twisty tumy film 
noir in which Cruz gives 
her best performance 
since, well, Volver. 

But just because their re¬ 
lationship is strong and en¬ 


during, doesn’t mean that 
there isn’t any on-set fric¬ 
tion between mentor and 
muse. 

“Sometimes there are 
times when he’s not good 
to be around,” the actress 
admits with a smile. 


“He’s very open about 
exactly what he wants and 
sometimes it can get tense. 
But I have known Pedro 
since I was a little girl, I 
have grown up with him 
and would do anything for 
him.” 




‘Take THE MATRIX & 28 DAYS LATER 
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Amy Adams stars in Leap Year. 


Adams can’t save tired premise 


Leap Year 

Director: Anand Tucker 
Stars: Amy Adams, Matthew 
Goode, John Lithgow _ 

Classification: STC 
Rating: @@ 


PHIL BROWN 

for Metro Canada 


review It’s common knowl¬ 
edge that Amy Adams is 
quite a talented actress. 
Some might point to her 
Oscar nominations as 
proof, but the best evi¬ 
dence of her skills just 
might be Leap Year. 

It’s not that Leap Year is 
Adams’ best film, in fact 
it’s probably her worst. It’s 
just that her character is so 


shrill, shallow, and one-di¬ 
mensional that she should 
be loathsome. 

Yet Adams somehow 
makes you care about the 
character by fully commit¬ 
ting. 

Too bad that Leap Year’s 
screenplay is so tired and 
drawn out that no actress 
could possibly save it. 

Amy Adams stars as a 
fast talking materialistic 
Bostonian obsessed with 
getting the right apart¬ 
ment and getting engaged. 

When her long-term 
boyfriend goes on a trip to 
Dublin in late Februaiy, 
Adams learns of an Irish 
tradition in which women 
propose to men on leap 
year and decides to fly out 
to pop the question. 


Of course, she gets de¬ 
layed and is forced to ask a 
rugged small town Irish 
man (Matthew Goode) to 
take her to Dublin. In¬ 
evitably they keep getting 
delayed in all sorts of 
wacky ways. 

Throw in a supporting 
cast of Irish stereotypes, 
awkward pacing, and a 
completely unmotivated 
love story and you’ve got a 
big ol’ mess of a movie. 
Adams and Goode do make 
a cute couple, but it all 
goes to waste on a story 
and jokes that were out of 
date decades ago. 

• For Leap Year photos, a 
trailer and screen times — 
and to buy tickets — visit 
metronews.ca/movies 
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This week’s new releases are highlighted in pink. 


Screen Times 


THESE PAGES COVER MOVIE START TIMES FROM FRI., JAN. 8 TO THURS., JAN. 14. TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. COMPLETE LISTINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT METRONEWS.CA/MOVIES. 



Robert Downey Jr. and Jude Law star in Sherlock Holmes. 


CITY CENTRE 9 CINEMAS 

10200 102nd Ave., 780-421-7020 

Avatar 3D (PG) No Passes, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri-Thu 12-1-4-5-8-9 
Daybreakers (18A) Stadium Seating, DTS 
Digital Fri-Thu 12:15-2:45-5:15-7:45-10:20 
It’s Complicated (14A) DTS Digital, No 
Passes, Stadium Seating Fri-Wed 1230-3:40- 
6:40-9:25 DTS Digital, No Passes, Stadium 
Seating Thu 12:50-3:40-9:25 
Leap Year (PG) Stadium Seating, DTS Digi¬ 
tal Fri-Thu 12 : 10 - 2 : 30 - 5 : 05 - 7 : 40 - 10:15 
Nine (PG) No Passes, Stadium Seating, DTS 
Digital Fri-Thu 12:25-3:10-6:30-9:15 
Sherlock Holmes (PG) No Passes, Stadi¬ 
um Seating, Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Thu 
12:30-3:30-7-10 

Up in the Air (14A) Dolby Stereo Digital, 
No Passes Fri-Thu 12:40-3:20-6:50-9:35 
Youth In Revolt (14A) Dolby Stereo Digi¬ 
tal, Stadium Seating Fri-Thu 12:20-2:40-5:10- 
735 - 9:55 


CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 

4211139th Ave., 780-472-7600 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (G) Fri 3:50-4:40-7-9:20 Sat- 
Sun 1 - 2 - 3 : 50 - 4 : 40 - 7 - 9:20 Mon-Thu 5330 - 
8:10 

Avatar 3D (PG) Fri 4:20-4:50-8-9 Sat-Sun 
12:45-1:15-4:20-4:50-8-9 Mon-Thu 4 : 30 - 730 - 
8 

Daybreakers (18A) Fri 4:45-7:20-9:50 Sat- 
Sun 1 : 40 - 4 : 45 - 7 : 20 - 9:50 Mon-Thu 5 : 50 - 8:40 
It’s Complicated (14A) Fri 4:10-6:55-9:40 
Sat-Sun 1:20-4:10-6:55-9:40 Mon-Thu 5:10- 
8:30 

Leap Year (PG) Fri 4:30-7:10-9:45 Sat-Sun 
1:25-4:30-7:10-9:45 Mon-Thu 5 : 40 - 8:35 
The Princess and the Frog (G) Fri 4- 

6:50 Sat-Sun 1:30-4-6:50 Mon-Thu 4:50 
Sherlock Holmes (PG) Fri 3 : 45 - 6 : 40-935 
Sat-Sun 12 : 50 - 3 : 45 - 6 : 40-935 Mon-Thu 5:20- 
8:20 

The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG) 
Fri-Sun 635-9:25 Mon-Thu 8:15 
Up in the Air (14A) Fri-Sun 9:15 Mon-Thu 
730 

Youth In Revolt (14A) Fri 4 : 15 - 6 : 45-930 
Sat-Sun 1 : 50 - 4 : 15 - 6 : 45-930 Mon-Thu 5:25- 

8:50 


GARNEAU THEATRE 

8712 -109 St., 780-433-2212 

Parnassus (PG) Fri 6 : 45 - 9:15 Sat-Sun 2- 
6 : 45 - 9:15 Mon-Thu 6 : 45 - 9:15 


METRO CINEMA 

Zeidler Hall, Citadel Theatre 
Complex, 

9828-101 Ave., 780-425-9212, 

^ ^metmdnem^i^^^^^ 

The Beaches of Agnes (STC) Fri 7 Sat 9 

Sun 7 Mon 9 

Genius Within: The Inner Life of 
Glenn Gould (G) Fri 9 Sat 7 Sun 9 Mon 1 

MOVIES 12 

5074130 Ave., 780-472-9779 

3 Idiots 

Sun-Thu 12:50-4:10-7:45 

Armored (14A) Fri-Sat 2 - 430 - 730 - 10 - 

12:15 Sun-Thu 2-4:50-730-10 

Astro Boy (PG) Fri-Sat 1:50-4:45-7:20-9:40- 

12 Sun-Thu 1:50-4:45-7:20-9:40 

The Boondock Saints II: All Saints 

Day (18A) Fri-Sat 1:20-4:15-6:50-930-12 

Sun-Thu 1:20-4:15-6:50-930 

Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 

(G) Fri-Thu 1 : 55 - 4 : 40 - 7:05 

Couples Retreat (PG) Fri-Sat 1:15-4-7:05- 

935 - 11:55 Sun-Thu 1 : 15 - 4 - 7 : 05-935 

Fantastic Mr. Fox (PG) Fri-Sat 1:25-4:10- 

6 : 45 - 9 : 15 - 11:25 Sun-Thu 1:25-4:10-6:45-9:15 

The Hurt Locker (14A) Fri-Thu 1:10-4:05- 

6 : 55 - 9:45 

Inglourious Basterds (18A) Fri-Thu 9:25 
Law Abiding Citizen (18A) Fri-Sat 135- 
430 - 7 : 15 - 9 : 50 - 12:10 Sun-Thu 135 - 430 - 7 : 15 - 
930 


Ninja Assassin (18A) Fri-Sat 1:45-4:25- 
7:25-9:55-12:05 Sun-Thu 1 : 45 - 4 : 25 - 7 : 25 - 9:55 
Planet 51 (G) Fri-Thu 1:40-4:20-7-9:20 

Where the Wild Things Are (PG) Fri 
Sat 130-435-7:10-9:25-11:50 Sun-Thu 130- 
435 - 7 : 10 - 9:25 


NORTH EDMONTON CINE¬ 
MAS 

14231137th Ave., 780-732-2236 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (G) No Passes Fri-Thu 12-1- 

2:10-3:20-4:20-6:20-9 

Avatar 3D (PG) No Passes Fri-Thu 11:45- 
1 : 15 - 3 : 15 - 4 : 45 - 7 - 830-1030 

The Blind Side (PG) Fri-Thu 12:20-6:40 
Daybreakers (18A) Fri-Thu 1230-230- 
5:20-8-10:40 

Did You Hear About the Morgans? 

(PG) Fri 1:50-4:40-7:50-10:15 Sat 4:40-730- 
10:15 Sun-Thu 1:50-4:40-7:50-10:15 
Invictus (STC) Fri-Thu 330-930 
It’s Complicated (14A) Fri-Thu 12:40- 
3:40-6:50-9:40 

Leap Year (PG) No Passes Fri-Tue 130-4- 
7:10-9:45 No Passes Wed 4 - 7 : 10 - 9:45 No 
Passes Thu 130-4-7:10-9:45 Star & Strollers 
Screening, No Passes Wed 1 

The Metropolitan Opera: Der 
Rosenkavalier (STC) Sat 11 
The Princess and the Frog (G) Fri-Thu 
1:40-430-6:45-9:10 

Sherlock Holmes (PG) Fri-Thu 1:10-4:10- 
630-730-9:20-10:20 

The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG) 
Fri-Thu 12:50-330-7:15-10:10 
Up in the Air (14A) Fri-Tue 1:20-4:15- 
7:20-930 Wed 4 : 15 - 7 : 20-930 Thu 1:20-4:15- 
7:20-930 Star & Strollers Screening Wed 1 
Youth In Revolt (14A) Fri-Thu 12:10-2:40- 
5:10-7:40-10 


PRINCESS I & II 

^0337WhjteAv^8^3^72^ 

Precious: Based on the Novel 
"Push” by Sapphire (14A) Fri 630-9:10 
Sat-Sun 230-630-9:10 Mon-Thu 630-9:10 
The Young Victoria (PG) Fri 7-9:10 Sat- 
Sun 2-7-9:10 Mon-Thu 7-9:10 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 
WEST MALL 

8882 170th St., 780-444-2400 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (G) No Passes Fri-Thu 1130- 
2 : 20 - 4 : 40 - 7 : 15-930 

Avatar 3D (PG) No Passes Fri-Thu 12:45-2- 

4:45-6:30-8:45-10:15 

Avatar: An IMAX 3D Experience 

(PG) No Passes Fri-Thu 11 : 453 : 15 - 7-1030 
Daybreakers (18A) Fri-Thu 12-2:40-5:10- 
730 - 10:45 

Did You Hear About the Morgans? 

(PG) Fri 130-430-7:10-9:45 Sat 4:15-7:10- 
9:45 Sun-Tue 130-430-7:10-9:45 Wed 430 - 
7:10-9:45 Thu 130-430-7:10-9:45 Star 81 
Strollers Screening Wed 1 
It’s Complicated (14A) Fri-Thu 1230- 
330-6:50-930 

The Metropolitan Opera: Der 
Rosenkavalier (STC) Sat 11 
Nine (PG) Fri-Thu 12 : 453 : 45 - 6 : 40 - 9:40 
The Princess and the Frog (G) Fri-Thu 
1-4:10-6:45-9:20 

Sherlock Holmes (PG) Fri-Thu 12:15- 
330-7:20-10:20 

The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG) 
Fri-Tue 1230-4-7:40-10:40 Wed 1230-4- 
10:40 Thu 1230-4-7:40-10:40 
Up in the Air (14A) Fri-Tue 1:15-4:20- 
730-10:10 Wed 4:20-730-10:10 Thu 1:15- 
4:20-730-10:10 Star & Strollers Screening 


Wed 1 


SOUTH EDMONTON COM¬ 
MON 

1525 99th St., 78O-436-8585 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (G) No Passes Fri 11.30- 
12:30-2:15-230-4:45-5:10-730-930 No Pass¬ 
es Sat 11:50-12:30-2:50-430-5:10-730-930 
No Passes Sun-Thu 1130-1230-2:15-230- 
4 : 45 - 5 : 10 - 730-930 

Avatar 3D (PG) No Passes Fri-Thu 11:45- 
12:45-1:30-3:15-430-630-7-8-10-1030 
The Blind Side (PG) Fri-Thu 12:10-7:20 
Daybreakers (18A) Fri-Thu 12:05-2:40- 
5:10-730-10:40 

Did You Hear About the Morgans? 

(PG) Fri 1:10-330-635-9:10 Sat 330 - 6 : 35 - 
9:10 Sun-Thu 1:10-330-635-9:10 

The Imaginarium of Doctor 
Parnassus (PG) Fri-Thu 1230-4:10-7:25- 
10:20 

Invictus (STC) Fri-Thu 3 : 20-1035 

It’s Complicated (14A) Fri-Thu 12:20- 

3:40-6:30-9:15 

Leap Year (PG) No Passes Fri-Thu 1-330- 
6:40-9:40 

The Metropolitan Opera: Der 

Rosenkavalier (STC) Sat 11 

The Princess and the Frog (G) Fri-Thu 

11:55-2:20-430-735-935 

Sherlock Holmes (PG) Fri-Sun 12:15- 

3 : 15 - 6 : 45 - 7 : 45 - 9 : 45 - 10:45 Mon-Thu 12:15- 

3 : 15 - 6 : 45 - 730 - 9 : 45-1030 

The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG) 

Fri-Thu 1230 - 3 : 45 - 7 : 10 - 10:10 

Up in the Air (14A) Fri-Wed 12:25-4:20- 

7:15-10:05 Thu 4:20-7:15-10:05 Star & 

Strollers Screening Thu 1 

Youth In Revolt (14A) Fri-Thu 12-230-5- 

7:40-10:15 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 

Edmonton Space And Science Cen¬ 
tre, 

1 121-142 St., 78 0-451-3344 

Amazonlsrcfwed^™ 

Beavers (STC) Tue 10 
Bugs! (STC) Mon 10 Wed ll 

Coral Reef Adventure (G) Tue 11 
Dinosaurs Alive! (STC) Thu 10 
Dinosaurs: Giants of Patagonia 

(STC) Fri-Sun 2-4 

Grand Canyon Adventure: River at 
Risk (STC) Fri 6 Sat 12-6 Sun 12 

Greece: Secrets of the Past (STC) Mon 

2 

The Human Body (STC) Tue 1 Thu 2 

Hurricane on the Bayou (STC) Mon 1 
Thu 11 

India: Kingdom of the Tiger (STC) Fri 
11-1-3-7 Sat n-i-3-5-7 Sun 11-1-3-5 Mon-Thu 

3 

Mystic India (STC) Mon 11 Wed 10 

Space Station (G) Wed 1 
Whales (STC) Tue 2 

Wild Ocean (STC) Fri 10 _ 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 

ill Ave. & Groat Rd., 403-455-8726 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (G) Dolby Stereo Digital Fri 
7:15-930 Dolby Stereo Digital Sat-Sun 1:15- 
335-7:15-930 Dolby Stereo Digital Mon-Thu 
530-830 

Invictus (STC) DTS Digital Fri 635-9:40 DTS 
Digital Sat-Sun 1230-3:45-635-9:40 DTS Dig¬ 
ital Mon-Thu 5:10-8:10 
It’s Complicated (14A) DTS Digital Fri 
7:05-10:05 DTS Digital Sat-Sun 1-4:05-7:05- 
10:05 DTS Digital Mon-Thu 5:20-8:20 
Sherlock Holmes (PG) Dolby Stereo Digi¬ 
tal Fri 630-935 Dolby Stereo Digital Sat-Sun 


12:45-335-630-935 Dolby Stereo Digital 
Mon-Thu 5-8 


GRANDIN THEATRES 

101-22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave., 
St. Albert,780-458-9822 

Alvin andlhe Chipmunks/The 

Squeakquel (G) No Passes Fri-Thu 1:15- 
3:20-5:05-7:10-8:55 

Avatar (PG) No Passes Fri-Thu 12:40-330- 
6:20-9:15 

It’s Complicated (14A) Fri-Thu 12:45- 
235 - 5 : 10 - 7 : 20-930 

Leap Year (PG) Fri-Thu 1 - 3 - 5 - 7 : 05 - 9:05 
Sherlock Holmes (PG) No Passes Fri-Thu 
130 - 4 : 05 - 7 - 9:20 


GALAXY CINEMAS 
SHERWOOD PARK 

2020 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 
780-416-0152 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (G) No Passes Fri 4:45-7:10- 
930 No Passes Sat-Sun 12-230-4:45-7:10- 
930 No Passes Mon-Thu 7:10-930 
Avatar (PG) No Passes Fri 430-8:15 No 
Passes Sat-Sun 1-430-8:15 No Passes Mon- 
Thu 8:15 

Avatar 3D (PG) No Passes Fri 7-1030 No 
Passes Sat-Sun 11:45-3:15-7-1030 No Passes 
Mon-Thu 7-1030 

Daybreakers (18A) Fri 4:15-730-10:10 
Sat-Sun 1:15-4:15-730-10:10 Mon-Thu 730 - 
10:10 

It’s Complicated (14A) Fri 4:20-7:40- 
1030 Sat-Sun 130-4:20-7:40-1030 Mon-Thu 
7:40-1030 

Leap Year (PG) No Passes Fri 4-630-9:40 
No Passes Sat-Sun 1:20-4-630-9:40 No Pass¬ 
es Mon-Thu 630-9:40 

The Princess and the Frog (G) Fri 

6 : 45 - 9:15 Sat-Sun 12 : 20 - 2 : 45 - 6 : 45 - 9:15 Mon- 
Thu 6 : 45 - 9:15 

Sherlock Holmes (PG) Fri 330-7:15- 
10:20 Sat-Sun 12 : 15 - 330 - 7 : 15 - 10:20 Mon- 
Thu 7:15-10:20 

Up in the Air (14A) Fri 3 : 45 - 7 : 45 - 10:15 
Sat-Sun 1230 - 3 : 45 - 7 : 45 - 10:15 Mon-Thu 7 : 45 - 
10:15 

Youth In Revolt (14A) Fri 4:10-7:20-10 
Sat-Sun 1:10-4:10-7:20-10 Mon-Thu 7:20-10 

PARKLAND CINEMA 

130 Century Crossing, Spruce Grove 
780-962-2332 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (G) Fri 630-9:10 Sat-Sun 
1230-3:10-630-9:10 Mon 630-9:10 Tue 
1230-3:10-630-9:10 Wed-Thu 630-9:10 
Avatar (PG) Fri 730 Sat-Sun 2-730 Mon 
730 Tue 2-730 Wed-Thu 730 
Did You Hear About the Morgans? 
(PG) Fri 7 - 9:15 Sat-Sun 1-3:15-7-9:15 Mon 7- 
9:15 Tue 1 - 3 : 15 - 7 - 9:15 Wed-Thu 7 - 9:15 
It’s Complicated (14A) Fri 7 : 05 - 9:25 Sat- 
Sun 1 : 05 - 3 : 25 - 7 : 05 - 9:25 Mon 7 : 05 - 9:25 Tue 
1 : 05 - 3 : 25 - 7 : 05 - 9:25 Wed-Thu 7 : 05 - 9:25 
Leap Year (PG) Fri 7:10-9:20 Sat-Sun 1:10- 
3:20-7:10-9:20 Mon 7:10-9:20 Tue 1:10-3:20- 
7:10-9:20 Wed-Thu 7:10-9:20 
The Princess and the Frog (G) Sat-Sun 
1235 - 3:05 Tue 1235 - 3:05 
Sherlock Holmes (PG) Fri 6 : 45-930 Sat- 
Sun 12 : 45 - 330 - 6 : 45-930 Mon 6 : 45-930 Tue 
12 : 45 - 330 - 6 : 45-930 Wed-Thu 6 : 45-930 
Up in the Air (14A) Fri-Thu 635-9:05 


m.metr^riews.ca 
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Scan this barcode for more Movies 
on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top ofpg 2 



[spyglass! 


www.leapyearfilm.net 


Check Theatre Directory 
or www.universalpictures.ca 
for Locations and Showtimes 


Every four years... tradition is toast. 


AMY ADAMS 


MATTHEW GOODE 


LEAPYEAR 


STARTS TODAY 
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Billboard’s top albums 

1 .1 Dreamed A Dream, Susan Boyle; 2. The Fame, Lady Gaga; 3. The Element of Freedom, Alicia Keys; 

4. Stronger With Each Tear, Mary J. Blige; 5. Fearless, Taylor Swift, metro news services 


Music 




ARE YOU WILDLY ENERGETIC, 
CREATIVE AND LOVE 
TO MEET NEW PEOPLE? 


WE NEED STREET PROMOTERS TO DISTRIBUTE 
NEWSPAPERS TO MORNING COMMUTERS 

Great Wage • Meet New People • No Experience Needed 


S thinkbox 

National Marketing Inc 


If you are interested in joining the street promotions team, 
please email your resume to mhillman@thinkboxnational.com 


Page, Ladies to 
drop new albums 

new music The time is ap¬ 
parently now for the 
Barenalced Ladies. 

The Toronto pop band 
has announced that All in 
Good Time, their 11th stu¬ 
dio album — and first 
without founding mem¬ 
ber Steven Page — will be 
released on March 23. sin¬ 
gle You Run Away will hit 
radio this month. 

Page has been busy 
since leaving the band in 
February. His album with 
the Art of Time Ensemble, 
titled A Singer Must Die, 
hits stores on Feb. 16. 


YOU COULD 


AN ADVANCE SCREENING PASS FOR 
TWO TO SEE THE BOOK OF ELI 


ONE LUCKY WINNER WILL ALSO WIN A TOM TOM GPS! 


ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 


No purchase necessary. Enter daily for more chances to win. Contest open to 
Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes 
January 10, 2010 at 11:59pm. Odds of winning depend on number of entries 
received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 
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What to expect in 2010 

Drake, Jackson, Soundgarden among artists poised to make headlines 


BRYAN BORZYKOWKI 

for Metro Canada 


A lot happened in the mu¬ 
sic world over the last 12 
months, but 2010 is shap¬ 
ing up to be an even more 
eventful year. 

It could be a big year for 
both downloading and 
record sales, while one 
Canadian rapper is poised 
to become the biggest 
artist in the world. Here 
are a few things you can 
expect in 2010: 

Michael Jackson’s mu¬ 
sic: While Michael Jackson 
sold plenty of albums in 
2009, his estate is sitting 
on an even larger gold¬ 
mine. It’s been reported 
that the King of Pop 
recorded about 100 songs 
that haven’t been released. 
If we’ve learned anything 
from the myriad musicians 
who’ve met untimely 
deaths, it’s that anything 
released posthumously 
sells extremely well. If this 
treasure trove of tunes re¬ 
ally exists, the songs will 
likely be released over the 
next several years, but 
there’s no doubt some¬ 
thing will come out in 
2010 — and sales will be 
through the roof. 

Spotify: If you haven’t 
heard of Spotify, you will 
soon. It’s currently the most 


talked about music file 
sharing website on the 
planet and will likely be 
coming to Canada some¬ 
time this year. The site al¬ 
lows people to find any 
song they want and stream 
high-quality music. It’s like 
Napster, but without the 
downloading. And it doesn’t 
cost a cent. Users can pay 
for an ad-free version of the 
site, but they don’t have to. 
It’s already available over¬ 
seas, but once it hits North 


American shores, iTunes 
can kiss its near-monopoly 
on digital music goodbye. 
Soundgarden reunion: 

As exciting as the Stone 
Temple Pilots reunion was, 
every grunge loving 20- 
something has really been 
waiting for Soundgarden to 
re-form. Well, they got 
their wish — the band an¬ 
nounced that, after 12 
years apart, they will play 
some dates this year, 
though when or where has 


yet to be confirmed. 

Olympics: The Olympics 
are, obviously, all about the 
athletes. But it’s the many 
musicians who will be play¬ 
ing various shows around 
Vancouver and Whistler 
who will really make at¬ 
tending the games worth¬ 
while. The list of perform¬ 
ers is extensive, but it in¬ 
cludes K’Naan, Bell Or- 
chestre, Hawlcsley Work¬ 
man, Broken Social Scene 
and Tegan and Sara. 


Drake: Toronto wonder 
boy Drake had a stellar 
2009, but with his first 
studio full-length hitting 
shelves in March he’s 
about to become a bona 
fide super star. The former 
Degrassi actor teams up 
with Jay-Z on parts of 
Thank Me Later and with 
the cred that being Lil 
Wayne’s pet project 
brings, there’s no way 
Drake can’t have a remark¬ 
able 2010. 


Toronto rapper Drake, above, could very well become a star this 
year, while Soundgarden frontman Chris Cornell, top right, says his 
band is getting back together. Meanwhile, K’Naan, right, is one of 
several musicians playing the Vancouver Olympics. 


King tapped for 
concept album 

new music Stephen King is 
a master at creating char¬ 
acters, but when Shooter 
Jennings came calling, the 
best-selling author decided 
to become one, playing a 
central figure in the musi¬ 
cian’s upcoming concept 
album, Black Ribbons. 

King is the voice of Will 
O’ The Wisp, a radio talk- 
show host being phased 
out due to censorship. He 
spends his last hour on the 
air delivering a diatribe 
about the decline of Amer¬ 
ica, and playing the music 
of an important band — 
which happens to be Jen¬ 
nings’ band, Hierophant. 

“Once the idea of using 
him popped in my head, it 
kind of stayed and never 
varied,” Jennings said. 
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In brief 


CHARTS The following is HMV 
Canada's top 10 CDs based on 
national sales for the week 
ending Jan. 9. 

1. The Fame Monster, Lady 
Gaga 

2. Animal, Ke$ha 

3 .1 Dreamed a Dream, Susan 
Boyle 

4. Element of Freedom, Alicia 
Keys 

5. Relapse Refill, Eminem 

6 . Glee: Season One, The Mu¬ 
sic, Volume 2, Glee Cast 

7. Much Dance 2010, Various 
Artists 

8 . Rated R, Rihanna 

9. Shock Value II, Timbaland 

10. Glee: Season One, The Mu¬ 
sic, Volume 1, Glee Cast 
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Amazon.ca’s bestselling albums 

1 .1 Dreamed A Dream, Susan Boyle; 2 . Living Road, Lhasa De Sela; 3. Lhasa, Lhasa De Sela; 
4. La Llorona, Lhasa De Sela; 5 - Glee: The Music, Vol. 2, Various Artists, metro news services 
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The year in new music 


Taylor Swift 
has year’s 
top album 



A s we try to come 
to a consensus 
on how to pro¬ 
nounce this year 
(“Twenty-ten?” 
“Two thousand and ten?”), 
here’s a fast preview of 
some of the music we’ll 
see in the coming months. 

January-February: Hip¬ 
ster bloggers are most in¬ 
terested in Vampire Week¬ 
end’s second album, Con¬ 
tra (Tuesday). Meanwhile, 
Finnish melodic metal 
band HIM is hoping that 
their new album Scream- 
worlcs: Love in Theory and 
Practice (Feb 9) will be 
their North American 
breakthrough. 

March: I’m most inter¬ 
ested in Broken Bells, a col¬ 



Vampire Weekend’s new album Contra will be out next week. 


laboration between Dan¬ 
ger Mouse (Gnarls Barkley, 
Beck, Gorillaz) and James 
Mercer of the Shins (March 
9). Crash Karma, Canada’s 
supergroup (featuring ex 
members of OLP, I Mother 
Earth and the Tea Party) 
had a top ten single in 
Awake before (a) they had 
a record deal; and (b) be¬ 
fore they had an album. 
I’ve heard a chunk of this 
stuff and it’s very good. A 


debut album will be out 
March 10. My Chemical Ro¬ 
mance will have a yet-as- 
untitled album in stores 
March 30. Watch for a sin¬ 
gle in the coming weeks. 

April: The Deftones have 
two albums in the pipeline, 
one of which is called Eros, 
but it’s been shelved since a 
car accident sent bass play¬ 
er Chi Cheng into a coma. A 
new Chi-less CD — no title 
yet — is on the schedule for 


April 26. 

May: Broken Social 
Scene has promised to re¬ 
lease a new CD. 

The rest: Now that 
Adam Yauch’s cancer is un¬ 
der control, the Beastie 
Boys will finally get around 
to releasing Hot Sauce 
Committee Part II in the 
coming months ... I’m con¬ 
vinced there will be a new 
U2 studio album before the 
next leg of the U2:360 tour 


kicks off in the spring. Ru¬ 
mours are it’ll be called 
Songs of Ascent, but 
there’s no indication on 
what approach they’ve tak¬ 
en ... Gaslight Anthem will 
follow up the excellent The 
‘59 Sound with a new 
record in June ... There 
should be a second album 
from Jack White and the 
Dead Weather this summer 
... Linlcin Park is readying 
their fourth album for re¬ 
lease this fall ... MGMT’s 
second album will be 
called Congratulations and 
should be out in the third 
quarter ... Finger 11 is 
working on their sixth al¬ 
bum for release before the 
end of the year ... A new 
STP record? Believe it ... 
The Strokes? Apparently, 
but we don’t know when. 

Also coming in 2010: 
Godsmaclc, Gorillaz, Jim¬ 
my Eat World, Kid Rock 
and Seether. 


The Ongoing History Of New Music can be 
heard on stations across Canada. Read more at 
ongoinghistory.com and exploremusic.com 


charts Susan Boyle put up 
a strong challenge but Tay¬ 
lor Swift ended 2009 with 
the year’s bestselling 
album. 

Nielsen SoundScan, 
which tracks the nation’s 
album sales, says Swift’s 
Fearless sold 3.2 million 
copies last year. It was re¬ 
leased in late 2008. 

Boyle’s I Dreamed a 
Dream sold 3.1 million 
copies — and it only came 
out in late November. 

Michael Jackson’s Num¬ 
ber Ones was No. 3 with 2.3 
million sold. The Fame by 
Lady Gaga was No. 4 with 
2.2 million copies and An¬ 
drea Bocelli’s My Christmas 
also sold about 2.2 million 
copies to come in at No. 5. 
Jackson was the year’s 
topartist, sell¬ 
ing 8.2 mil¬ 
lion records j 
to Swift’s 
4.6 million. 



THE 

ASSOCIATED 

PRESS 


fHf no is: wm mt 

U ft FW U ft Tlttw \| fi MMfIM 
u'% >1" Ml ""jDKlTKlK 

jikt mtiKwii mm wok m l\k MvifM 

mm IMTIM Ml! 

WM: m.m.m iiihoi u 

Mtltt ttltt 

a-i« in 

PUK ttUTCl l MW 

mIUIUIK (IFF m IT« 

Derks 

MT WWW.Dtm.U 

















SUNDAY SATURDAY FRIDAY 


metro 


metronews.ca 


20 movies&entertainment 


Weekend, January 8 - 10 ,2010 

Avril Lavigne will be Idol judge 

Newly single Avril Lavigne will be among the guest judges who appear on the new season of American Idol. 
The singer joins the rest of the judging panel during auditions in L.A. Her episode airs Jan. 27. metro news services 


Television 


Series 
young 

Vincent Lam compares 
watching the TV version of 
his Giller Prize-winning 
novel Bloodletting & 
Miraculous Cures to look¬ 
ing at a can of soup. Say 
what? 

“It’s like when Andy 
Warhol did a painting of a 
can of soup,” explains the 
author/doctor. “And you 

Shawn Ashmore, left, Mayko Nguyen and Byron Mann star in Bloodletting and Miraculous Cures. know it’s a can of soup. 
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brings Lam’s 
doctors to TV 


You recognize it as a can of 
soup. Bit it’s different — it 
changes when it’s fleshed 
out in a different visual 
form.” 

Okay. But did Lam like 
it? Was this eight-hour ver¬ 
sion of his tale of three 
young doctors everything 
he hoped for? 

“It was. I knew with the 
changes in formats, there 
would be differences in 
story-telling,” says the 
Toronto-based Lam. 

“My hope 
from the 
get-go was 
that it’d be 
true to the 
spirit of the 
book — to 
bring forth 
these hu¬ 
man beings who are try¬ 
ing to do good. And I 
think if you really want to 
know how doctors live 
and work, you’ll find this 
satisfying.” 

The miniseries centres 
on three conflicted doctors 
— Fitz (Shawn Ashmore), 
Ming (Mayko Nguyen) and 
Chen (Byron Mann) — 
whose complicate friend¬ 
ship (romantic and other¬ 
wise) proves a distraction 


to their jobs as doctors. 

In telling its story, Blood¬ 
letting jumps from the 
three characters’ days in 
medical school to a pres¬ 
ent-day emergency room, 
revealing a triangular rela¬ 
tionship that’s anything 
but simple. 

“In the first episode, you 
see the beginning of their 
story and the end. And the 
rest of the series sort of 
fills in the middle,” says 
Ashmore (X-Men, Terry). 

“It’s a great 
tool to jump 
around be¬ 
cause it al¬ 
lows you to 
see in the 
past, then im¬ 
mediately see 
what that 
leads to 10 years later.” 

Ashmore says having 
Lam’s book as a guide was 
a real plus to his perform¬ 
ance. 

“I read the book before 
the scripts so I’d have an 
idea what I was walking in¬ 
to. And yet there were also 
certain elements in the 
book I explored in my per¬ 
formance — these experi¬ 
ences that you could use in 
the character.” 


Bloodletting 

• Bloodletting & Miracu¬ 
lous Cures premieres on 
HBo-Canada Sunday night. 


American Idol faces 
crucial new season 



television American Idol 
was the colossus that dom¬ 
inated television in the 
new century’s first decade, 
generating top ratings, a 
heady share of buzz and a 
handful of bankable stars 
including Kelly Clarkson, 
Carrie Underwood and Jen¬ 
nifer Hudson. 

“THIS is ’American 
Idol,” host Ryan 
Seacrest first in¬ 
toned in 2002, and 
the singing contest 
that was a summer 
surprise turned into 
an annual visitor Ellen 
with staying power. DeGeneres 

Whether it can re¬ 
tain its status this year, let 
alone through the second 
decade, is a crucial ques¬ 
tion for its home base, Fox, 
as well as the network’s 
competitors and the seem¬ 
ingly bottomless well of 
aspiring singers who see it 
as a shortcut to discovery. 

It’s a challenge for a se¬ 
ries that, entering its ninth 
season Tuesday night, is 
undergoing its biggest 
shake-up yet with Ellen 
DeGeneres taking the 


place of Paula Abdul on the 
judging panel that in¬ 
cludes Simon Cowell, 
Randy Jackson and, back 
for her sophomore turn, 
Kara DioGuardi. 

Can Idol hang on as the 
No. 1 series, a spot it’s held 
for five years among all 
viewers and for six 
years among 18-to- 
49 year olds, a demo¬ 
graphic much 

favoured by advertis¬ 
ers? 

Yes, said industry 
analyst Shari Anne 
Brill — for now. “It 
will remain the top- 
rated show through 
this year,” said Brill of Carat 
USA. After that, she said, 
it’s a guessing game, espe¬ 
cially if uber-judge Cowell 
decides to exit after this 
season. 

But the show’s produc¬ 
ers say that for viewers, it’s 
the contestants that pro¬ 
voke the most emotion. 
“They want to root for 
someone and see someone 
win,” said Fox executive 
Preston Beckman, 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Shania hosts radio show 

In a rare media appearance, Timmins, Ont.-born country singer Shania Twain hosts The Current on Friday morning on CBC Radio 
One, filling in for Anna-Maria Tremonti. metro news services 
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Going Out 


Metro's 7 th Heaven: Metro taps what's hot right now 


1 Animal Instinct 

MUSIC Looks like this is Ke$ha's 
year. The singer released her 
album, Animal, and her single TiK 
ToK is the first No. l of the new decade. 



Kids in the Hall Return 

2 TELEVISION After a lengthy hiatus from the small 
screen, the Kids in the Hall have reunited for a new 
series, Death Comes to Town, a new eight part 
miniseries running on CBC starting Tuesday. If the 
TV previews are any indication, the series will 
feature the Kids' cruel wit and numerous fat suits. 



The Hurt Locker 

3 DVD After winning the National So¬ 
ciety of Film Critics award on 
Sunday, The Hurt Locker became the 
frontrunner in the race for an Oscar. 
Directed by Kathryn Bigelow, the 
movie about an elite bomb squad unit in Iraq, is 
being released on DVD next week. 


5 Youth Revolution 

books Payne's Youth in 
Revolt has finally made it 
to the big screen. The 
original books chronicle 
the experience of sex-obsessed 
teen Nick Twisp, who is brought to 
celluloid life by Brampton, Ont,- 
born actor Michael Cera. (Read 
Richard Crouse's review of the 
film in today's movie section). 




6 Vampire Chronicles 

culture Vampires 
were the big 
winners again this 
week, with Twilight, 

True Blood and The 
Vampire Diaries all 
sucking up trophies at the 36th 
annual People's Choice Awads 01 
Wednesday night. Friday also 
marks the release of Daybreakers, the latest Vampire film. 


Avatar Dominates Box Office 

well as receiving nominations for a number of awards, 
meron's sci-fi epic Avatar also maintained its box office 
ce, racking in $68.5 million US last weekend and shoot- 
:he $1 billion worldwide mark, t's only the fifth movie to 




American Idol’s New Host 

REALITY A new season of American Idol starts this 
month, but after eight seasons, is there still talent 
out there to support a ninth season? Just in case, 
the show has brought in talk show host Ellen 
DeGeneres to add a bit of humour and replace 
former judge Paula Abdul. 


Mix of Six 


Edmonton Bridal 
Fair 

When:Sunday, 930 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

Where: Shaw Conference Cen¬ 
tre 

Meet with local pro¬ 
fessionals, view a fashion 
show, and find sales on de- 
signer pow\n. 

Wingfield Lost and 
Found 

When: Opens Saturday 
Where: Citidel Theatre 
The play tells the story of 
farmers Walt and Maggie, 
in search of a new water 
supply on Wingfield 
Farms during a severe 
drought, but encounter 
distractions like high-tech 
cattle drive, a battle with 
ground bees, and a feud 

Much More Munsch 

When: Friday - Sunday 
Where: Royal Albert Museum 
An interactive exhibition 
promoting creativity and a 
love of reading, based on 


the work of one of 
Canada’s most acclaimed 
children writers. 

Beyond the Trees 
Exhibition 

When: Friday to Sunday 
Where: Telus World of Science 
Take a closer look at our 
forests and understand 
how to see the forest 

frSYgflflthSftffii 

Mudhoney with 
Slates ana Michael 
Rault 

When: Friday, doors open at 8 
p.m. 

Where: Starlite Room 
Seattle rockers Mudhoney 
bring their brand of 
grunge to Edmonton. 

The Up and Comers 
Part 2 : Fight for 
Food 

When: Friday, doors open at 6 
p.m., fight at 730 p.m. 

Where: Palace Banquet Hall 
Some of the best-known 
names in amateur boxing, 
including middleweight 
AdamTrupish. 


A new, absurd brush with death 

Beloved Kids in the Hall cast returns to TV after 15-year hiatus to offer up more laughs 


CHRIS ALEXANDER 

for Metro Canada 


Though new episodes 
have been absent for 15 
years, the shadow of Cana¬ 
dian cult comedy troupe 
The Kids in the Hall still 
looms large. 

Their special brand of 
broad, gender-bending, 
absurdist and abstract 
sketch humour was 
a staple of CBC’s 
prime time sched¬ 
ule circa 1988 to 
1994, inspiring a gen¬ 
eration of comedians. 

And, although they’ve 
continued to tour exten¬ 
sively in North America, 


true Kids completists, 
who’ve been clamoring for 
their return to TV, finally 
have cause for celebration 
with Death Comes to 
Town: an eight-part minis¬ 
eries starting Tuesday. 

Charting the tapestry of 
grimly hilarious events 
that befall the dimwitted 
populace of back¬ 
water town 
Shuclcton, Ont., 
after the grim 
reaper (Mark 
McKinney) ar¬ 
rives, the show 
features the origi¬ 
nal kids. 

They play almost every 
onscreen character — 




male and female 
the show is 
full of the 
cruel wit 
the 

troupe 
trades 
in. 

“Al¬ 
most 
every¬ 
thing 
I’ve 

written 
stems 
from an 
image,’’ 
says 
Death 
Comes 
The 


— and to Town co-writer/produc- “Here it’s Death getting 
er Bruce McCul- off a Greyhound bus in 

a small town and the 
for com¬ 
edy that could fol¬ 
low. We were on 
tour, and I had 
written an out¬ 
line to do the 
show as a fea¬ 
ture film, but 
ultimately it 
made more 
sense to do a minis¬ 
eries. We have more 
freedom to get deep- 
into the charac- 
’ drawers.” 
McCulloch’s 
countercultural influ- 
the Hall return to TV with their new miniseries, Death Comes to Town. 


ters 


ences have always been ev¬ 
ident in The Kids in the 
Hall. The results: even at 
their warmest, there’s al¬ 
ways an anti-establishment 
refusal to behave. 

“Our show has always 
had a rock ’n’ roll edge,” 
he says. “I love Iggy Pop 
and Lou Reed, and I really 
love weird movies. I stole a 
lot of David Lynch’s feel for 
Death Comes to Town. 

“I used to get drunk 
every night and watch 
Eraserhead. Because of 
this, my wife says every¬ 
thing I touch instantly 
turns to cult. This usually 
means the kids are hungry 
but, there it is...” 
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Ton's third book 

Tori Spelling is once again returning to the bookshelves to tell her side of the story. Her third book, tentatively 
titled unchartered terriTORI, is scheduled to hit stores in June, people.com reports, metro news services 


Celebrity Buzz 


A woman of substance 



THE RIGHT ROLES Natalie 
Portman says there’: 
a reason she never 
shows up in ro¬ 
mantic comedies: 

She doesn’t 
think they’re 
very good. 

“It wasn’ 
that I didn’t 
want to do 
comedy,” 
the actress 
insists to 
Elle mag¬ 
azine. 


It s 


just 


that 


would on¬ 


ly get of¬ 


fered girlfriend parts in 
uy comedies, which 
aren’t exciting to me, 
those offensive 
roles in romantic 
comedies where 
the woman has to 
have a job in fash¬ 
ion so that she can 
have nice clothes, 
and her goal 
is always 
marriage.” 

METRO 
WORLD NEWS 


Leaving on a jet... or not 



MISSED CONNECTION 

Lindsay Lohan’s re¬ 
turn from her 
New Year’s vaca¬ 
tion in St. Bart’s 
turned into 
quite an adven¬ 
ture when an 
argument with 
designer Patrick 
Aufdenkamp 
caused 
the ac¬ 
tress to 
refuse 
to fly 
back 
on hi: 
private 
jet. 

In¬ 


stead, Lohan flew commer¬ 
cial and missed a connec¬ 
tion in North Carolina, a 
saga she catalogued on 
her Twitter account. 
She and her sister, Ali 
Lohan, along with a 
family friend, opted to 
rent a car and drive 10 
hours back to New York. 
Her advice to 
fellow travel¬ 
ers? “US Air¬ 
ways — 
fly 

them,” Lo¬ 
han post¬ 
ed. 

METRO 
WORLD 
NEWS 



WIN A RUN OF ENGAGEMENT 
PASS TO SEE SHERLOCK HOLMES 


IN THEATRES NOW 

ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 

metronews.ca 


No purchase necessary. Enter daily for more chances to win. Contest open to 
Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents of Quebec. Contest closes 
January 10, 2010 at 11:59pm. Odds of winning depend on number of entries 
received. For full contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 


metr 


Attack of the tabloids 



EX-LOVER LASHES OUT 

Casey Johnson’s longtime 
girlfriend Courtenay Semel 
has broken her silence af¬ 
ter the heiress’ death to 
lash out at another woman 
close to Johnson — reality 
star Tila Tequila, 
people.com reports. 

“The thing I find the 
most sickening is that the 
media is giving (her) the 
one thing she craves: At¬ 
tention. Tila, you knew her 
for a week,” Semel tells 
People. 

Just weeks before John¬ 
son was found dead in 
her Los Angeles home at 
age 30, Johnson made 
tabloid news when she 
said she was engaged 
to Tequila, the star of 
MTV’s over-the-top Jft 
matchmaking show A 


Shot at Love 
Tila Tequila. 

And it was 
the 28- 
year-old 
Tequila 
(real 

name Tila 
Nguyen) 
who an¬ 
nounced 


with 


Johnson’s death on her 
Twitter page. 

Since then, Tequila has 
posted a series of 
bizarre messages on 
Twitter about her re¬ 
lationship with 
Johnson, along 
with crudely word¬ 
ed attacks against 
gossip blogger 
Perez Hilton. 
(Tequila has declined 
interview requests). 

Billy Bush, host of 
Access Hollywood, 
Tweeted in re¬ 
sponse, “Gross... 
claims 2 b mourn¬ 
ing fiancee but 
seems 2 b pumping 
her new gossip 
blog.” 

METRO NEWS 


What’d I say again?: Mariah 


ALCOHOL-INFLUENCED 
SPEECH Mariah Carey is 
blaming it on the alcohol, 
usmagazine.com reports. 

At Wednesday’s People’s 
Choice Awards, the diva, 
40, was asked about her 
sloshy speech Tuesday at 
the Palm Springs Interna¬ 
tional Film Festival awards 
gala. 

“I don’t even know what 
it was,” she told reporters. 



“I heard clapping. You 
know, Lee (Michaels, 
Precious director) 
and I hadn’t seen 
each other in a 
long time, and 
he started right 
in with all these 
inside jokes, 
and I was 
like, OK. 

“We 

were cele¬ 


brating and having lit- 
le splashes, and I had¬ 
n’t eaten, and that’s 
what it was. We 
were celebrating 
the movie and all 
the exciting 
stuff going on.” 

METRO 
NEWS SERVICE 


Not the ride of her life 



IN RECOVERY Former Des¬ 
perate Housewives star 
Nicolette Sheridan got 
quite a scare when she was 
reportedly thrown from a 
horse she was riding with¬ 
out wearing a helmet re¬ 
cently, according to the Na¬ 
tional Enquirer. 

The blond beauty hit her 
head on a fence post on 
the way down and had to 
be rushed to the hospital. 

“After tests for possible 
internal injuries, docs 
stapled up the gash and 
sent Nicolette home,” a 
source says. 

METRO WORLD 


Maybe his talent 
should be tested 

ANOTHER TV SHOW? David 
Hasselhoff is leaving 
America’s Got Talent 
where he has served as a 
judge for the past four 
years. The former 
Baywatch star, who has 
been plagued by stories of 
alcohol-related rushes to 
the emergency room, is re¬ 
portedly setting out to 
start a new TV show. “We 



broke from the holidays? need cash fast? 

borrow up to $1500 instantly 

( apply now! ) 

9 out of 10 approved • get your money as soon as tomorrow 


mogomoney.com the friendliest loan in town 


Celebrity tweets 




Jonathan Ross may be quit¬ 
ting his talk show, but he 
isn't quitting Twitter, Heidi 
Montag is catching up on 
TV from seven years ago 
and Kathy Grif¬ 
fin 

questions 
her own suc¬ 
cess. 

• (§wossy Don't 

worry, I won't stop tweet¬ 
ing! 

• (§heidimontag I'm watch¬ 
ing The Simple Life! 
Oparishilton and 
Qnicolerichie you are so 
funny! thats hot! 

• Qkathygriffin Random 
House just gave me news 
that “Official Book Club Se¬ 
lection” #21 on NY Times 
best seller list. Is Oprah jst 
buying them so u 



Restaurant 
owner by day 


NEW VENTURE Former teen 
singer and Dancing with 
the Stars contestant Aaron 
Carter has found a new ca¬ 
reer: restaurant owner. 
Carter recently became 
part-owner of a Florida 
pizza place, Slice, and has 
started pitching his new 
venture on his Twitter ac¬ 
count, referring to the 
restaurant as “where I am 
every day.” “The first five 
fans to show up at Slice 
and find me will get my fa¬ 
vorite com¬ 
bo,” Carter 
posted. 



Tiger swings both 
ways: Source 

MORE ALLEGATIONS One of 

Tiger Woods’ alleged mis¬ 
tresses, Loredana Jolie Fer- 
riolo, is hawking an x-rat- 
ed tell-all about her times 
with the golf pro, even in¬ 
sisting that she witnessed 
Woods engage in sexual ac¬ 
tivity with other men, ac¬ 
cording to Radar Online. 

“She is in talks with a 
number of publishing 
companies re- „ 
garding a tell-all * 
book deal,” one f 
of her reps tells® 
the website. 
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Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.c; 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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1 Plaything 
4 Motion picture 
8 Bachelor’s lack 

12 Praise in verse 

13 Vicinity 

14 Thoroughfare 

15 Celebrate ex¬ 
cessively 

17 Pismires 

18 Source 

19 Fore opposite 

21 Type measures 

22 What Dorothy 
wanted to do 

26 “M*A*S*H” 
venue 

29 Plead 

30 Purchase 

31 Enrages 

32 Deity 

33 Location 

34 Actor Beatty 

35 Simonize 

36 Chose 

37 Rehash 

39 Chowed down 

40 Mrs. McKinley 

41 Reaping 
implement 
45 Bend 

48 Deteriorate 


50 Zero, at Wim¬ 
bledon 

51 Some of the 
flock 

52 Cribbage scor¬ 
er 

53 The yoke’s on 
them 

54 Withered 

55 Eisenhower 


DOWN 


1 Takeout request 

2 Bloodhound’s 
clue 

3 Bigfoot’s cousin 

4 Last to marry 
Bluebeard 

5 “Reversal of 
Fortune” star 

6 “Ben-Hur” au¬ 
thor Wallace 

7 Ran 

8 Rage 

9 Charged bit 

10 Corpulent 

11 McMahon and 
Sullivan 

16 Curved mold¬ 
ings 

20 Visibility hin¬ 
drance 


23 Last writes? 

24 Soundless 

25 Kept tabs on 

26 Chess piece 

27 Sandwich 
treat 

28 Start from 
scratch 

29 Carton 

32 Closed 
carports 

33 Glasses, for 
short 

35 Marry 

36 Futile 

38 Prancer’s com¬ 
panion 

39 Michaelmas 
daisy 

42 French 
military cap 

43 Welsh 
emblem 

44 Advantage 

45 Showman 
Ziegfeld 

46 Cold fish? 

47 Night before 
49 Have bills 


PREVIOUS DAY’S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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For more games and 60 additional daily 
cartoon strips, visit metronews.ca 
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Honey Salmon 
with Lima Beans 
and Spinach 

INGREDIENTS: 

1 Tbsp (15 mL) canola oil 

1 Tbsp (15 mL) soy sauce 

2 tsp (10 mL) honey 

2 tsp (10 mL) whole-grain 
mustard 

grated zest and juice of 1 
lemon 

4 skinless salmon fillets 
2 398-mL cans Lima beans, 
drained and rinsed 

1 garlic clove, crushed 

2 Tbsp (25 mL) olive oil 
pinch of crushed chili 
flakes 

7 oz (200 g) baby spinach, 
rinsed 

12 cherry tomatoes 


maining lemon juice, zest 
and crushed chili flakes. 
Set aside. 

3. Tip damp spinach into 
dry frying pan and stir 
over low heat until wilted. 
Drain and set aside. Gently 
heat beans. 

4. Heat frying pan until 
hot; cook salmon on both 
sides until just firm and 
pink. Add tomatoes for 
last minute. 

5. Roughly crush beans 
with fork. Stir in spinach 
and seasoning. Divide 
among four serving plates. 
Arrange salmon and toma¬ 
toes on each. Serve at 
once. 

SERVES 4 


METHOD: 

1. In dish, mix oil, soy 
sauce, honey, mustard and 
1 tbsp (15 mL) lemon juice. 
Add salmon and turn to 
coat. 

2. Put Lima beans and gar¬ 
lic in pan with olive oil, re- 



For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 


Horoscopes by Sally Brompton saiiybrompton.com 


For Sally’s expanded daily and weekend horoscopes, visit metronews.ca 


ARIES srs 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 VJy 

No matter how many times 
you may have failed in the past 
you will undoubtedly succeed 
today and over the weekend. 
Help others succeed as well. 

UBRA (O 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

Let your instincts guide you to¬ 
day, even if they lead you in 
what the logical side of your 
brain says is the wrong direc¬ 
tion. 


TAURUS /0| 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 VO/ 

Cosmic activity in your fellow 
Earth sign of Capricorn makes 
this the kind of day when 
everything comes easy to you 
and self-doubt does not exist. 

SCORPIO (Ov 

OCT 24-NOV 22 W 

Anyone who doubts that you 
are a star won’t doubt it much 
longer. You will do something 
today or over the weekend that 
takes the world by surprise. 


GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 

You like to use your head but it 
is possible to be too rational 
and today you should strive to 
let your intuition guide you. 

SAGITTARIUS /Oi 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

You may be tempted to get up 
and go somewhere different, 
but make sure you can get back 
to your home base quickly. 


CANCER /£\ 

JUNE 22-JULY 22 

If you take a genuine interest 
in the people you share your 
life with they will take a gen¬ 
uine interest in you. 

CAPRICORN O 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

All things are possible for you 
now. Cosmic activity in and 
around your birth sign encour¬ 
ages you to reach for whatever 
star has caught your attention. 


WJ 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 _ 

You may be having a tough 
time coping but if you focus on 
your problems in the right way 
you will find the solutions you 
need. 

AQUARIUS 

JAN 21-FEB 18 

The answers you seek are not 
in the world “out there” but in 
your head and your heart and if 
you make an effort you will dis¬ 
cover the key to happiness. 


VIRGO 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 

This is potentially one of the 
best times of the year as cosmic 
activity in the sympathetic sign 
of Capricorn makes everything 
seem so easy. 

pisces /r\ 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 V^/ 

Everything is set fair for you to¬ 
day, but there is a danger you 
won’t reach your full potential 
because your confidence is so 
fragile. 


BOOTCAMPERS 

Keep your FITNESS going all winter, g gg gg^p gp f 


'i Bootcamp 

Christmas spe 


for the New Year! 


Give the gift of Health & Fitness to yourself 
or someone you care about 

Free pre & post photo session with registration before Dec. 25th! 

« ^ lnfo@urbanfltnessmovement.com 

weekly workouts from 

MOVEMENT 


#102 ,10301 ■ 109th Street Edmonton’s Downtown West 


Vie no joking mi mnr 
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7359 104 St • 780.482.1245 


Also selling hand warmers in a variety of colors! 


gas or food with 
the purchase 
of a futon! 


mint: nt.uutu 1111-112 umr 1m.Dtm.t4 
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MORE GO. 
LESS DOUGH. 



FOR 


2009 I=»Or\JTI/A.C= 

Coupe or Sedan 

INCLUDES • 155 HP 2.2L ECOTEC VVTEngine • AirCnnditioning 

• Power Windows, Door Locks and Mirrors • 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seatbacks • Driver and 
Front-passenger Frontal Air Bags • Head Curtain Side-impact Air Bags • Auxiliary Audio Input Jack 

• Remote Keyless Entry System • 16-in. Wheels • 4-wheel ABS 


72 

FREIGHT &PDI INCLUDED 


51,000 

HOLIDAY BONUS 


MONTHS 1 




HWY: 5.8L/100 km (49 mpg) 
CITY: 8.4L/100 km (34 mpg) 


D 


0 60 

FREIGHT &PDI INCLUDED 


$ 1,000 


MONTHS 1 


2009 PONTIAC G3 WAVE S 

INCLUDES • 106 HP 1.6L 4-cyl. DOHC Engine • Air Conditioning • Power Windows and Door Locks 

• Power Sunroof* Remote Keyless Entry System • Cruise Control • OnStar® with 1-year of the Safe & 
Sound Plan*** Auxiliary Audio Input Jack 


I 


HOLIDAY BONUS 



HWY: 5.7L/100 km (50 mpg) 
CITY: 7.9L/100 km (36 mpg)' 


9 


★★★★★ 

FIVE-STAR 
SAFETY RATING 



0 36 

FREIGHT &PDI INCLUDED 


$ 1,000 


MONTHS+ 


2009 PONTIAC 

INCLUDES • 132 HP 1.8L 4-cyl. VVTi Engine • Auxiliary Audio Input Jack • Standard CD player with AM/ 
FM, Clock and Equalizer • 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seatbacks • Driver and Front-passenger Frontal Air 
Bags • Head Curtain Side-impact Air Bags • 4-wheel Disc Brakes with ABS and Brake Assist • OnStar® 
with 1-year of the Safe & Sound Plan v 


HOLIDAY BONUS 



HWY: 6.2L/100 km (46 mpg) 
CITY: 7.8L/100 km (36 mpg) 


D 


HOLM 



ALBERTAPONTIAC.COM 


PONTIAC 


BUICK 


BMC 




1 

\\m 



THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 

5 YF ARQ • POWERTRAIN LIMITED WARRANTY 
• ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

lbU,UUU KM • COURTESY TRANSPORTATION 

Canada ♦ WHICHEVER comes FIRST, EXCLUDES MEDIUM-DUTV truck, see dealer for limited warranty DETAILS* 


i GM pays the first 

STUDENT] ? monthly 

WHUS C *J ^ payments 




^Star* 





















































